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2006 SUPPLEMENT TO THE GENERAL STATUTES 
 
 
 
The Legislative Commissioner’s Office has decided to use a publication of supplements to the 
General Statutes.  The 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes of Connecticut incorporates the 
codified public acts enacted by the General Assembly during its January, June, October 25 and 
November 2, 2005, regular and special sessions.  Note that this 2006 Supplement is intended to 
be used in conjunction with the General Statutes, revised to January 1, 2005.  Further note 
that we have combined the 2006 Supplement and the General Statutes revised to January 1, 
2005 in this document.  Finally, note that the 2006 Supplement does not include any public 
acts or sections of public acts which are special in nature. 



SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS BY TRANSPORTATION, RESIDENCY, OR 

OTHERWISE 

 

RIGHTS OF PARENT, GUARDIAN, EMANCIPATED MINOR, 

OR PUPIL EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE 

 

I.  PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

A. Transportation In General 

 

 Section 10-220(a) of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended by Public Act 06-158(5), 

requires each local or regional board of education to provide for the transportation of children 

wherever transportation is reasonable and desirable.  Section 10-186, as amended  by Public Act 06-

192(9), requires each local or regional board of education to furnish, by transportation or otherwise, 

school accommodations so that each child five years of age and over and under twenty-one years of 

age who is not a graduate of a high school or vocational school may attend public school.  Also, 

local or regional boards of education possess the authority to suspend transportation to and from 

school for student misconduct while awaiting or receiving transportation.  Section 10-233c.  

Suspension from transportation services for improper conduct is not reviewable under Section 10-

186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9). 

 

 If a local or regional board of education fails to furnish reasonable transportation or other 

school accommodations, then the parent, guardian, or student with legal standing has the right to 

initiate a hearing as summarized below. 

 

B. Vocational (Transportation) 

 

1.  Vocational-Technical Schools 

 Section 10-97 of the Connecticut General Statutes requires the board of education of any 

town or regional school district to provide the reasonable and necessary transportation for any pupil 

under twenty-one years of age who is not a graduate of a high school or vocational school and who 

resides with a parent or guardian in such town or regional school district or belongs to such town, 



and who attends a state or state approved vocational school as a regular all day pupil or a high 

school cooperative pupil.  If reasonable and necessary transportation is denied, then the following 

rights are available: 

Parents, guardians, pupils or veterans may appeal the actions of a board of education in the same 

manner as provided in Section 10-186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9).  To reiterate, 

suspension from transportation services for improper conduct is not reviewable under Section 10-

186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9). 

 

2.  Vocational Agriculture Center 

 Any local or regional board of education which does not furnish vocational agricultural 

training shall designate a school or schools which a student may attend.  The board of education 

making the designation shall pay the tuition and reasonable and necessary cost of transportation for 

a student attending the designated schools. 

 

 The denial of the reasonable costs of transportation may be reviewable under Section 10-

186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9). 

 

3.  Cap on Expenditures for Transportation 

 Pursuant to Section 10-97, a board of education is not required to expend for transportation 

of a student to a regional vocational-technical school or vocational agricultural center an amount 

greater than the foundational level defined in Section 10-262f ($5,891). The questions of whether the 

board of education has made expenditures up to the foundational level for costs of transporting 

students or whether a student falls within the exception to this rule may be reviewable under Section 

10-186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9). 

 

C. Residency 

 

 A local or regional board of education is mandated to provide free school services to all 

school age children who are permanent residents of the town or school district.  Section 10-186, as 

amended by Public Act 06-192(9).  Sometimes the determination of permanent residency cannot be 

made easily by the responsible board of education.  In order to make reasoned and correct 

determinations concerning permanent residency, a board of education may ask the parent, guardian 



or pupil eighteen years of age to provide documentation demonstrating residency.  Copies of deeds, 

rental agreements, utility bills, tax bills, etc. may be requested.  An affidavit signed by the persons 

relevant to the determination of permanent residency may be requested under certain circumstances. 

 

 If your child is presently enrolled in the school system where permanent residency is 

disputed by the school system, the provisions of Section 10-186, as amended by Public Act 06-

192(9), require the retention of the enrolled student when requested by the parents or guardians 

pending the hearing before the local or regional board of education and the subsequent appellate 

hearing before the State Board of Education.  On the other hand, if the child is not enrolled in the 

school system, the school system is not required to enroll the student in school. 

 

 If the local or regional school district denies access to school accommodations based on 

residency, then the parent, guardian or student with legal standing has the right to initiate a hearing 

as summarized below.  The party denied schooling has the burden of proving permanent residency 

by a preponderance of evidence.  This burden of proof always stays with the child in dispute.  In 

other words, the board of education does not have to prove that the child is not a permanent 

resident.  Since virtually every child located within the State of Connecticut will qualify for free 

public school attendance, the State Board of Education may exercise its authority to join at its 

hearing other local or regional boards of education as a party to a residency appeal. 

 

 The provisions of Section 10-186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9), define residency for 

dwellings bordering on two or more town boundaries.  By law, the child shall be a resident of each 

town in which the dwelling is located and may attend school in any one town.  If the town boundary 

line crosses a property line, but does not cross the dwelling, then the residence does not border on 

the town line for purposes of dual residency. 

 

 Sections 10-76d(e)  of the 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes, as amended by Public 

Act 06-13(4), and 10-253, expressly address the responsibility of providing educational services for 

certain children and the obligation of a board of education or other public agency to pay the cost of 

the services provided.  In general, these laws address the following conditions: 

1. Children placed out by state agencies in various facilities or placements; 

2. Children whose legal residence is in another state, and 



3. Children residing with relatives or nonrelatives. 

 

D. Voluntary Termination of Enrollment 

 

 Pursuant to Section 10-186(d), whenever a student 16 years of age or older voluntarily 

terminates enrollment from school and subsequently seeks readmission, the school district may deny 

school accommodations for up to 90 school days from the date of such termination (half a school 

year).  The question of whether the termination was voluntary may be reviewable under Section 10-

186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9). 

 

E. Reenrollment of Older Student 

 

 Pursuant to Section 10-220(a), as amended by Public Act 06-158(5), whenever a student who 

is 19 years of age or older reenrolls in school and it is determined by the local or regional board of 

education that the student cannot acquire sufficient credits for graduation by age 21, the board of 

education may place the student in an alternative school program or other suitable educational 

program instead of placing the student in the regular school program.  The question of whether the 

determination by the board of education that the student cannot acquire sufficient credits to 

graduate may be reviewable under Section 10-186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9). 

 

F. Charter School 

 

 Pursuant to Section 10-66ee(f) of the 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes, a local or 

regional board of education in which the charter school is located shall provide transportation 

services for students who are residents of the school district unless the charter school makes other 

arrangements for transportation.  Any local or regional board of education may provide 

transportation services to a student attending a charter school outside of the district in which the 

student resides.  Such board of education shall be reimbursed pursuant to Section 10-266m of the 

2006 Supplement to the General Statutes, for the reasonable and necessary costs of transportation.  

Any board of education providing transportation service under the law, as amended, may suspend 

such transportation service to a student for improper conduct as permitted in Section 10-233c.  The 



parent, guardian or student with legal standing may appeal the denial of required transportation 

services in the manner provided in Sections 10-186, as amended by Public Act 06-92(9), and 10-187. 

 

In Hamden Board of Education v. State Board of Education Et Al. 278 Conn 326 (May, 2006), the 

Connecticut State Supreme Court held that preschool children attending Highville Mustard See 

Charter School, Hamden, are not entitled to the provision of transportation services by the Hamden 

Board of Education.  The Court concluded that Section 10-66ee(f) regarding the provision of 

transportation services to charter schools pursuant to Section 10-273a cannot be read more broadly 

than Section 10-273a to require that local or regional boards of education provide transportation 

services to preschool children enrolled in charter schools.  The legislature intended to limit 

transportation services to students by grade.  Accordingly, the Court concluded that Section 10-

66e(f) of the 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes, does not apply to preschool students and 

that local public schools are not required to provide transportation services to these students. 

 

G. Interdistrict Magnet School 

 

 Pursuant to Section 10-264(i), as amended by Public Act 06-135(12), a local or regional 

board of education, a regional educational service center or a cooperative arrangement pursuant to 

Section 10-158a that transports a student to a magnet school in a town other than the town in which 

the student resides shall be eligible for a grant for the reasonable costs of transporting the student.  

If the magnet school is located in the town or regional school district in which the student resides, 

the local or regional board of education may make application for reimbursement under Section 10-

266m of the 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes for reasonable transportation expenses. 

 

 Pursuant to Section 10-264l, of the 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes, as amended by 

Publi Act 06-135(3), each local or regional board of education in which the magnet school is located 

shall provide the same kind of transportation services as it provides for other public school students.  

The parent, guardian or student with legal standing may appeal the denial of transportation services 

in the manner provided in Sections 10-186, as amended by Public Act 06-192(9), and 10-187. 

 

H. Cooperative Arrangements 

 



 Pursuant to Section 10-158a, any two or more boards of education may, in writing, agree to 

establish cooperative arrangements to provide school accommodations and other services to enable 

such boards to carry out the duties specified in the general statutes.  Any cooperative arrangement or 

any local or regional board of education which is a member of such cooperative arrangement which 

transports students to a school operated by the cooperative arrangement shall be reimbursed for 

such transportation expenses in accordance with Section 10-266m of the 2006 Supplement of the 

General Statutes. 

 

I. Open Choice Schools 

 

 Section 10-266aa of the 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes, provides for a statewide 

interdistrict public school attendance program. Within available appropriations, the State 

Department of Education may provide grants to Regional Education Service Centers for planning 

the expansion of the program to priority school districts.  The law is intended to (1) improve 

academic achievement; (2) reduce racial, ethnic and economic isolation or preserve racial and ethnic 

balance; and (3) provide a choice of educational programs for students. 

 

Students residing in Hartford, New Haven, New London or Bridgeport may attend school in 

another school district in the region and students residing in other districts may attend school in 

Hartford, New Haven, New London or Bridgeport.  Beginning with the school year commencing 

2001, the program may operate in every priority district in the state.  Each receiving school district 

shall receive an annual grant not to exceed $2,000 for each participating student. 

 

 Regarding transportation, the State Department of Education shall provide grants to regional 

educational service centers, who assist in the operation of the program, or local or regional boards 

of education for the reasonable cost of transporting students participating in the program at an 

amount not to exceed a statewide average of $2,100 per student, 2006 Supplement to the General 

Statutes Section 10-266aa(f).  The State Department of Education shall set reasonable limits for the 

transportation of students participating in this program.  Reasonable transportation shall be 

provided for school sponsored extracurricular activities at the high school level. 

 



J. Homeless Children and Youth 

 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act was reauthorized by the No Child Left 

Behind Act of 2001.  See Title X, Part C, Education for Homeless Children and Youths Program.   

It is the policy of Congress that students in homeless situations should have access to the 

education and other services they need to ensure that they have an opportunity to meet the same 

challenging State student academic achievement standards to which all students are held. 

 

Key provisions of the reauthorized Act requires school districts to remove barriers to their 

enrollment, attendance and success in school.  The reauthorized Act establishes new duties for 

school districts and new rights and protections for homeless children.  The definition of homeless 

children and youths include, among other things, children and youth who are living in motels, 

hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds or are living with a friend, relative or someone else because 

of loss of housing, economic hardship or a similar reason.  School districts must, to the extent 

feasible, keep students in homeless situations in their school of origin unless it is against the parent's 

or guardian's wishes.  This includes the provision of transportation services to and from the school 

of origin which may be shared by the school districts effected.   If a student is sent to a school other 

than the school of origin or the school requested by a parent or guardian, the school district must 

provide a written explanation of its decision and the right to appeal.   

 

In December of 2004, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act 

(IDEIA) was enacted as Public Law 108-446.  IDEIA goes into effect beginning with the 2005-

2006 school year.  This new version of IDEA shall impact children and youth experiencing 

homelessness.  The law contains a definition of homeless children that includes children and 

youth considered homeless under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.  The term 

unaccompanied youth includes a youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.  

IDEIA requires the establishment of procedural safeguards by a local educational agency 

regarding the appointment of a surrogate for an unaccompanied homeless youth as defined in the 

McKinney-Vento Act.  The individual assigned to act as a surrogate for the parents shall not be 

an employee of the local educational agency or any other agency that is involved in the education 

or care of the child or youth.  Finally, the law requires that all homeless children and youth under 



the provisions of IDEIA must receive initial evaluations within 60 days and be promptly 

provided special education services. 

 

Regarding enrollment, school districts must immediately enroll students in homeless 

situations, even if they do not have required documents (proof of residency, medical records, 

etc.).  If a student does not have immunizations or immunization or medical records, the 

designated homeless liaison of the school district must assist in obtaining the records and the 

student must be enrolled in school in the interim.  Note that the U.S. Department of Education 

must publish school enrollment guidelines in the Federal Register.  Also, said Federal 

Department must create a public notice of the educational rights of children and youth in 

homeless situations and disseminate such notice nationwide to other Federal agencies, programs 

and grantees. 

 

Regarding transportation, the homeless student must be provided with transportation to 

and from their school of origin.  If the student is living outside of the school district of the school 

of origin, the school district where the student is living and the school district of origin must 

determine how to divide the responsibility and cost of providing transportation, or they must 

share the responsibility and cost equally. 

 

Regarding local subgrants, the State is required to award competitive subgrants to school 

districts based on need and quality of the application submitted.  In determining the quality of 

applications, the State must consider the applicant's needs assessment; the types, intensity, and 

coordination of services; the involvement of parents or guardians; the integration of homeless 

children into the regular program; the quality of the applicants evaluation plan; coordination with 

other available services; and other measures.   See 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes 

Section 10-253(f). 

 

II.  PRIVATE SCHOOLS (TRANSPORTATION) 

 

 Section 10-281 of the 2006 Supplement to the General Statutes requires the municipality or 

school district to provide for its children attending private schools therein, not conducted for profit, 



when a majority of the children attending such school are from the State of Connecticut, the same 

kind of transportation services provided for its children attending public schools.  If transportation 

is denied, then the following rights are available: 

 

Any parent or guardian of a student who is denied the same kind of transportation services may seek 

a hearing in the same manner as provided for parents of public school children in Section 10-186, as 

amended.  To reiterate, suspension from transportation services for improper conduct is not 

reviewable under Section 10-186, as amended. 

 

III. DUE PROCESS HEARING 

 

 A review of the denial of school accommodations is available to certain parties.  A hearing 

may be requested by a parent, guardian, emancipated minor or pupil eighteen years of age or older.  

Pursuant to Section 10-186, as amended, the hearing before the local or regional board of education 

may be heard by either the majority of the board, subcommittee of three members or an impartial 

hearing board established by the board of education.  The decision of the board, subcommittee or 

impartial hearing board is a final decision which may be appealed to the State Board of Education in 

accordance with the procedures set forth below in accordance with paragraphs 7-9, inclusive. 

 

 A parent, guardian, emancipated minor or pupil eighteen years of age is entitled to a hearing 

in accordance with Sections 4-176e to 4-180, inclusive, and 4-181a, as amended by Public Act 06-

32(1), as follows: 

 

1. The local or regional board of education shall give such parent, guardian, or student with legal 

standing notice of the right to request a hearing concerning the denial of school accommodations by 

such board; 

2. Parents, guardians, or the student with legal standing may, in writing, request a hearing before the 

board of education; (Note that the transportation policy and the residency policy of the board of 

education are accessible under the Freedom of Information Act.) 

3. Parents, guardians, or the student with legal standing, shall receive a hearing within ten days of the 

receipt of the request to the board of education and reasonable notice shall be provided; 



4. An opportunity to respond and present evidence and argument on all issues involved shall be 

provided; 

5. An opportunity to examine all documentary evidence shall be provided; 

6. Cross-examinations required for a full and true disclosure of the facts shall be provided; 

7. A decision from the board of education shall be rendered with ten days after the conclusion of the 

hearing; 

8. Parents, guardians, or the student with legal standing shall, upon request, be provided with a 

transcript of the hearings within thirty days of such request.  (Note that it is the practice of the State 

Department of Education to enable an appellant to appeal a decision of a local or regional board of 

education without requiring a transcript of a hearing.  The provision of a copy of the tape recording 

of the hearing is sufficient.) 

9. Parents, guardians, or the student with legal standing, may take appeal therefrom to the State Board 

of Education within twenty days of the mailing of the decision by the local or regional board of 

education.  If the appeal is not made within twenty days, then the decision becomes final; and 

10. Parents, guardians or the student with legal standing aggrieved by the decision of the State Board of 

Education may take appeal therefrom to the Superior Court as provided in Section 10-187. 

 

      Prepared by: 

 

      Ronald C. Harris, Esq. 
      Division of Legal & Governmental Affairs 
      State Department of Education 
      (860) 713-6520 
September 2006 



Sec. 4-176e. Agency hearings. Except as otherwise required by the general statutes, a hearing in an 

agency proceeding may be held before (1) one or more hearing officers, provided no individual who 

has personally carried out the function of an investigator in a contested case may serve as a hearing 

officer in that case, or (2) one or more of the members of the agency. 

 

Sec. 4-177. Contested cases. Notice. Record. (a) In a contested case, all parties shall be 

afforded an opportunity for hearing after reasonable notice. (b) The notice shall be in writing and 

shall include: (1) A statement of the time, place, and nature of the hearing; (2) a statement of the 

legal authority and jurisdiction under which the hearing is to be held; (3) a reference to the 

particular sections of the statutes and regulations involved; and (4) a short and plain statement of 

the matters asserted. If the agency or party is unable to state the matters in detail at the time the 

notice is served, the initial notice may be limited to a statement of the issues involved. 

Thereafter, upon application, a more definite and detailed statement shall be furnished.(c) Unless 

precluded by law, a contested case may be resolved by stipulation, agreed settlement, or consent 

order or by the default of a party.(d) The record in a contested case shall include: (1) Written 

notices related to the case; (2) all petitions, pleadings, motions and intermediate rulings; (3) 

evidence received or considered; (4) questions and offers of proof, objections and rulings 

thereon; (5) the official transcript, if any, of proceedings relating to the case, or, if not 

transcribed, any recording or stenographic record of the proceedings; (6) proposed final 

decisions and exceptions thereto; and (7) the final decision.(e) Any recording or stenographic 

record of the proceedings shall be transcribed on request of any party. The requesting party shall 

pay the cost of such transcript. Nothing in this section shall relieve an agency of its responsibility 

under section 4-183 to transcribe the record for an appeal. 

 

Sec. 4-177a. Contested cases. Party, intervenor status. (a) The presiding officer shall grant a 

person status as a party in a contested case if that officer finds that: (1) Such person has 

submitted a written petition to the agency and mailed copies to all parties, at least five days 

before the date of hearing; and (2) the petition states facts that demonstrate that the petitioner's 

legal rights, duties or privileges shall be specifically affected by the agency's decision in the 

contested case.(b) The presiding officer may grant any person status as an intervenor in a 

contested case if that officer finds that: (1) Such person has submitted a written petition to the 



agency and mailed copies to all parties, at least five days before the date of hearing; and (2) the 

petition states facts that demonstrate that the petitioner's participation is in the interests of justice 

and will not impair the orderly conduct of the proceedings.(c) The five-day requirement in 

subsections (a) and (b) of this section may be waived at any time before or after commencement 

of the hearing by the presiding officer on a showing of good cause.(d) If a petition is granted 

pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, the presiding officer may limit the intervenor's 

participation to designated issues in which the intervenor has a particular interest as 

demonstrated by the petition and shall define the intervenor's rights to inspect and copy records, 

physical evidence, papers and documents, to introduce evidence, and to argue and cross-examine 

on those issues. The presiding officer may further restrict the participation of an intervenor in the 

proceedings, including the rights to inspect and copy records, to introduce evidence and to cross-

examine, so as to promote the orderly conduct of the proceedings. 

 

Sec. 4-177b. Contested cases. Presiding officer. Subpoenas and production of documents. In 

a contested case, the presiding officer may administer oaths, take testimony under oath relative to 

the case, subpoena witnesses and require the production of records, physical evidence, papers 

and documents to any hearing held in the case. If any person disobeys the subpoena or, having 

appeared, refuses to answer any question put to him or to produce any records, physical 

evidence, papers and documents requested by the presiding officer, the agency may apply to the 

superior court for the judicial district of Hartford or for the judicial district in which the person 

resides, or to any judge of that court if it is not in session, setting forth the disobedience to the 

subpoena or refusal to answer or produce, and the court or judge shall cite the person to appear 

before the court or judge to show cause why the records, physical evidence, papers and 

documents should not be produced or why a question put to him should not be answered. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the authority of the agency or any party as 

otherwise allowed by law. 

 

Sec. 4-177c. Contested cases. Documents. Evidence. Arguments. Statements. (a) In a 

contested case, each party and the agency conducting the proceeding shall be afforded the 

opportunity (1) to inspect and copy relevant and material records, papers and documents not in 

the possession of the party or such agency, except as otherwise provided by federal law or any 



other provision of the general statutes, and (2) at a hearing, to respond, to cross-examine other 

parties, intervenors, and witnesses, and to present evidence and argument on all issues 

involved.(b) Persons not named as parties or intervenors may, in the discretion of the presiding 

officer, be given an opportunity to present oral or written statements. The presiding officer may 

require any such statement to be given under oath or affirmation. 

 

Sec. 4-178. Contested cases. Evidence. In contested cases: (1) Any oral or documentary 

evidence may be received, but the agency shall, as a matter of policy, provide for the exclusion 

of irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence; (2) agencies shall give effect to the rules 

of privilege recognized by law; (3) when a hearing will be expedited and the interests of the 

parties will not be prejudiced substantially, any part of the evidence may be received in written 

form; (4) documentary evidence may be received in the form of copies or excerpts, if the original 

is not readily available, and upon request, parties and the agency conducting the proceeding shall 

be given an opportunity to compare the copy with the original; (5) a party and such agency may 

conduct cross-examinations required for a full and true disclosure of the facts; (6) notice may be 

taken of judicially cognizable facts and of generally recognized technical or scientific facts 

within the agency's specialized knowledge; (7) parties shall be notified in a timely manner of any 

material noticed, including any agency memoranda or data, and they shall be afforded an 

opportunity to contest the material so noticed; and (8) the agency's experience, technical 

competence, and specialized knowledge may be used in the evaluation of the evidence. 

 

Sec. 4-178a. Contested cases and declaratory ruling proceedings. Review of preliminary, 

procedural or evidentiary rulings. If a hearing in a contested case or in a declaratory ruling 

proceeding is held before a hearing officer or before less than a majority of the members of the 

agency who are authorized by law to render a final decision, a party, if permitted by regulation 

and before rendition of the final decision, may request a review by a majority of the members of 

the agency, of any preliminary, procedural or evidentiary ruling made at the hearing. The 

majority of the members may make an appropriate order, including the reconvening of the 

hearing. 

 



Sec. 4-179. Agency proceedings. Proposed final decision. (a) When, in an agency proceeding, 

a majority of the members of the agency who are to render the final decision have not heard the 

matter or read the record, the decision, if adverse to a party, shall not be rendered until a 

proposed final decision is served upon the parties, and an opportunity is afforded to each party 

adversely affected to file exceptions and present briefs and oral argument to the members of the 

agency who are to render the final decision.(b) A proposed final decision made under this section 

shall be in writing and contain a statement of the reasons for the decision and a finding of facts 

and conclusion of law on each issue of fact or law necessary to the decision.(c) Except when 

authorized by law to render a final decision for an agency, a hearing officer shall, after hearing a 

matter, make a proposed final decision.(d) The parties and the agency conducting the proceeding, 

by written stipulation, may waive compliance with this section. 

 

Sec. 4-180. Contested cases. Final decision. Application to court upon agency failure. (a) 

Each agency shall proceed with reasonable dispatch to conclude any matter pending before it 

and, in all contested cases, shall render a final decision within ninety days following the close of 

evidence or the due date for the filing of briefs, whichever is later, in such proceedings.(b) If any 

agency fails to comply with the provisions of subsection (a) of this section in any contested case, 

any party thereto may apply to the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford for an order 

requiring the agency to render a final decision forthwith. The court, after hearing, shall issue an 

appropriate order.(c) A final decision in a contested case shall be in writing or orally stated on 

the record and, if adverse to a party, shall include the agency's findings of fact and conclusions of 

law necessary to its decision. Findings of fact shall be based exclusively on the evidence in the 

record and on matters noticed. The agency shall state in the final decision the name of each party 

and the most recent mailing address, provided to the agency, of the party or his authorized 

representative. The final decision shall be delivered promptly to each party or his authorized 

representative, personally or by United States mail, certified or registered, postage prepaid, 

return receipt requested. The final decision shall be effective when personally delivered or 

mailed or on a later date specified by the agency. 

 

Sec. 4-180a. Indexing of written orders and final decisions. (a) In addition to other 

requirements imposed by any provision of law, each agency shall index, by name and subject, all 



written orders and final decisions rendered on or after October 1, 1989, and shall make them 

available for public inspection and copying, to the extent required by the Freedom of Information 

Act, as defined in section 1-200.(b) No written order or final decision may be relied on as 

precedent by an agency until it has been made available for public inspection and copying.  On 

and after October 1, 1989, no written order or final decision, regardless of when rendered, may 

be relied on as precedent by an agency unless it also has been indexed by name and subject. 

 

(AMENDED) Sec. 4-181. Contested cases. Communications by, to hearing officers and 

members of an agency. (a) (1) Unless otherwise provided by law, a party in a contested case 

may, within fifteen days after the personal delivery or mailing of the final decision, file with the 

agency a petition for reconsideration of the decision on the ground that: (A) An error of fact or 

law should be corrected; (B) new evidence has been discovered which materially affects the 

merits of the case and which for good reasons was not presented in the agency proceeding; or (C) 

other good cause for reconsideration has been shown. Within twenty-five days of the filing of the 

petition, the agency shall decide whether to reconsider the final decision. The failure of the 

agency to make that determination within twenty-five days of such filing shall constitute a denial 

of the petition. (2) Within forty days of the personal delivery or mailing of the final decision, the 

agency, regardless of whether a petition for reconsideration has been filed, may decide to 

reconsider the final decision. (3) If the agency decides to reconsider a final decision, pursuant to 

subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection, the agency shall proceed in a reasonable time to conduct 

such additional proceedings as may be necessary to render a decision modifying, affirming [,] or 

reversing the final decision, provided such decision made after reconsideration shall be rendered 

not later than ninety days following the date on which the agency decides to reconsider the final 

decision. If the agency fails to render such decision made after reconsideration within such 

ninety-day period, the original final decision shall remain the final decision in the contested case 

for purposes of any appeal under the provisions of section 4-183, as amended by this act.  (4) 

Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (3) of this subsection, an agency decision made after 

reconsideration pursuant to this subsection shall become the final decision in the contested case 

in lieu of the original final decision for purposes of any appeal under the provisions of section 4-

183, as amended by this act, including, but not limited to, an appeal of (A) any issue decided by 



the agency in its original final decision that was not the subject of any petition for 

reconsideration or the agency's decision made after reconsideration, (B) any issue as to which 

reconsideration was requested but not granted, and (C) any issue that was reconsidered but not 

modified by the agency from the determination of such issue in the original final decision. (b) 

Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, a member of a multimember 

agency may communicate with other members of the agency regarding a matter pending before 

the agency, and members of the agency or a hearing officer may receive the aid and advice of 

members, employees, or agents of the agency if those members, employees, or agents have not 

received communications prohibited by subsection (a) of this section.(c) Unless required for the 

disposition of ex parte matters authorized by law, no party or intervenor in a contested case, no 

other agency, and no person who has a direct or indirect interest in the outcome of the case, shall 

communicate, directly or indirectly, in connection with any issue in that case, with a hearing 

officer or any member of the agency, or with any employee or agent of the agency assigned to 

assist the hearing officer or members of the agency in such case, without notice and opportunity 

for all parties to participate in the communication. (d) The provisions of this section apply from 

the date the matter pending before the agency becomes a contested case to and including the 

effective date of the final decision. Except as may be otherwise provided by regulation, each 

contested case shall be deemed to have commenced on the date designated by the agency for that 

case, but in no event later than the date of hearing. 

(AMENDED) Sec. 10-66ee. Charter school funding. Special education students. 

Transportation. Contracts. (a) For the purposes of education equalization aid under section 10-

262h a student enrolled (1) in a local charter school shall be considered a student enrolled in the 

school district in which such student resides, and (2) in a state charter school shall not be 

considered a student enrolled in the school district in which such student resides.  (b) The local 

board of education of the school district in which a student enrolled in a local charter school 

resides shall pay, annually, in accordance with its charter, to the fiscal authority for the charter 

school for each such student the amount specified in its charter, including the reasonable special 

education costs of students requiring special education. The board of education shall be eligible 

for reimbursement for such special education costs pursuant to section 10-76g.  (c) (1) The state 

shall pay in accordance with this subsection, to the fiscal authority for a state charter school, for 



the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, seven thousand six hundred twenty-five dollars for each 

student enrolled in such school, and for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2007, and for each fiscal 

year thereafter, eight thousand dollars for each student enrolled in such school. Such payments 

shall be made as follows: Twenty-five per cent of the amount not later than July fifteenth and 

September fifteenth based on estimated student enrollment on May first, and twenty-five per cent 

of the amount not later than January fifteenth and the remaining amount not later than April 

fifteenth, each based on student enrollment on October first. If, for any fiscal year, the total 

amount appropriated for grants pursuant to this subdivision exceeds seven thousand two hundred 

fifty dollars per student, the amount of such grants payable per student shall be increased 

proportionately. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2005, such increase shall be limited to one 

hundred ten dollars per student. (2) In the case of a student identified as requiring special 

education, the school district in which the student resides shall: (A) Hold the planning and 

placement team meeting for such student and shall invite representatives from the charter school 

to participate in such meeting; and (B) pay the state charter school, on a quarterly basis, an 

amount equal to the difference between the reasonable cost of educating such student and the 

sum of the amount received by the state charter school for such student pursuant to subdivision 

(1) of this subsection and amounts received from other state, federal, local or private sources 

calculated on a per pupil basis. Such school district shall be eligible for reimbursement pursuant 

to section 10-76g. The charter school a student requiring special education attends shall be 

responsible for ensuring that such student receives the services mandated by the student's 

individualized education program whether such services are provided by the charter school or by 

the school district in which the student resides.  (d) On or before October fifteenth of the fiscal 

years beginning July 1, 2001, and July 1, 2002, the Commissioner of Education shall determine 

if the enrollment in the program for the fiscal year is below the number of students for which 

funds were appropriated. If the commissioner determines that the enrollment is below such 

number, the additional funds shall not lapse but shall be used by the commissioner for (1) grants 

for interdistrict cooperative programs pursuant to section 10-74d, (2) grants for open choice 

programs pursuant to section 10-266aa, or (3) grants for interdistrict magnet schools pursuant to 

section 10-264l.  (e) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes to the contrary, if at 

the end of a fiscal year amounts received by a state charter school, pursuant to subdivision (1) of 

subsection (c) of this section, are unexpended, the charter school (1) may use, for the expenses of 



the charter school for the following fiscal year, up to ten per cent of such amounts, and (2) may 

(A) create a reserve fund to finance a specific capital or equipment purchase or another specified 

project as may be approved by the commissioner, and (B) deposit into such fund up to five per 

cent of such amounts.  (f) The local or regional board of education of the school district in which 

the charter school is located shall provide transportation services for students of the charter 

school who reside in such school district pursuant to section 10-273a unless the charter school 

makes other arrangements for such transportation. Any local or regional board of education may 

provide transportation services to a student attending a charter school outside of the district in 

which the student resides and, if it elects to provide such transportation, shall be reimbursed 

pursuant to section 10-266m for the reasonable costs of such transportation. Any local or 

regional board of education providing transportation services under this subsection may suspend 

such services in accordance with the provisions of section 10-233c. The parent or guardian of 

any student denied the transportation services required to be provided pursuant to this subsection 

may appeal such denial in the manner provided in sections 10-186 and 10-187.  (g) Charter 

schools shall be eligible to the same extent as boards of education for any grant for special 

education, competitive state grants and grants pursuant to sections 10-17g and 10-266w.  (h) If 

the commissioner finds that any charter school uses a grant under this section for a purpose that 

is inconsistent with the provisions of this part, the commissioner may require repayment of such 

grant to the state.  (i) Charter schools shall receive, in accordance with federal law and 

regulations, any federal funds available for the education of any pupils attending public schools.  

(j) The governing council of a charter school may (1) contract or enter into other agreements for 

purposes of administrative or other support services, transportation, plant services or leasing 

facilities or equipment, and (2) receive and expend private funds or public funds, including funds 

from local or regional boards of education and funds received by local charter schools for out-of-

district students, for school purposes. 

(AMENDED) Sec. 10-76d. Duties and powers of boards of education to provide special 

education programs and services. Determination of eligibility for Medicaid. State agency 

placements; apportionment of costs. Relationship of insurance to special education costs.  

(a)(1) In accordance with the regulations and procedures established by the Commissioner of 

Education and approved by the State Board of Education, each local or regional board of 



education shall provide the professional services requisite to identification of children requiring 

special education, identify each such child within its jurisdiction, determine the eligibility of 

such children for special education pursuant to sections 10-76a to 10-76h, inclusive, prescribe 

suitable educational programs for eligible children, maintain a record thereof and make such 

reports as the commissioner may require. (2) Any local or regional board of education, through 

the planning and placement team established in accordance with regulations adopted by the State 

Board of Education under this section, may determine a child's Medicaid enrollment status. In 

determining Medicaid enrollment status, the planning and placement team shall: (A) Inquire of 

the parents or guardians of each such child whether the child is enrolled in or may be eligible for 

Medicaid; and (B) if the child may be eligible for Medicaid, request that the parent or guardian 

of the child apply for Medicaid. For the purpose of determining Medicaid rates for Medicaid 

eligible special education and related services based on a representative cost sampling method, 

the board of education shall make available documentation of the provision and costs of 

Medicaid eligible special education and related services for any students receiving such services, 

regardless of an individual student's Medicaid enrollment status, to the Commissioner of Social 

Services or to the commissioner's authorized agent at such time and in such manner as 

prescribed. For the purpose of determining Medicaid rates for Medicaid eligible special 

education and related services based on an actual cost method, the local or regional board of 

education shall submit documentation of the costs and utilization of Medicaid eligible special 

education and related services for all students receiving such services to the Commissioner of 

Social Services or to the commissioner's authorized agent at such time and in such manner as 

prescribed. The commissioner or such agent may use information received from local or regional 

boards of education for the purposes of (i) ascertaining students' Medicaid eligibility status, (ii) 

submitting Medicaid claims, (iii) complying with state and federal audit requirements and (iv) 

determining Medicaid rates for Medicaid eligible special education and related services. No child 

shall be denied special education and related services in the event the parent or guardian refuses 

to apply for Medicaid. (3) Beginning with the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004, the 

Commissioner of Social Services shall make grant payments to local or regional boards of 

education in amounts representing fifty per cent of the federal portion of Medicaid claims 

processed for Medicaid eligible special education and related services provided to Medicaid 

eligible students in the school district. Such grant payments shall be made on at least a quarterly 



basis and may represent estimates of amounts due to local or regional boards of education. Any 

grant payments made on an estimated basis, including payments made by the Department of 

Education for the fiscal years prior to the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000, shall be subsequently 

reconciled to grant amounts due based upon filed and accepted Medicaid claims and Medicaid 

rates. If, upon review, it is determined that a grant payment or portion of a grant payment was 

made for ineligible or disallowed Medicaid claims, the local or regional board of education shall 

reimburse the Department of Social Services for any grant payment amount received based upon 

ineligible or disallowed Medicaid claims. (4) Pursuant to federal law, the Commissioner of 

Social Services, as the state's Medicaid agent, shall determine rates for Medicaid eligible special 

education and related services pursuant to subdivision (2) of this subsection. The Commissioner 

of Social Services may request and the Commissioner of Education and towns and regional 

school districts shall provide information as may be necessary to set such rates. (5) Based on 

school district special education and related services expenditures, the state's Medicaid agent 

shall report and certify to the federal Medicaid authority the state match required by federal law 

to obtain Medicaid reimbursement of eligible special education and related services costs. (6) 

Payments received pursuant to this section shall be paid to the local or regional board of 

education which has incurred such costs in addition to the funds appropriated by the town to such 

board for the current fiscal year. (7) The planning and placement team shall, in accordance with 

the provisions of the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act, 20 USC 1400, et seq., as 

amended from time to time, develop and update annually a statement of transition service needs 

for each child requiring special education. (8) Each local and regional board of education shall 

notify the parent or guardian of a child who requires or who may require special education, a 

pupil if such pupil is an emancipated minor or eighteen years of age or older who requires or 

who may require special education or a surrogate parent appointed pursuant to section 10-94g, in 

writing, at least five school days before such board proposes to, or refuses to, initiate or change 

the child's or pupil's identification, evaluation or educational placement or the provision of a free 

appropriate public education to the child or pupil. Such parent, guardian, pupil or surrogate 

parent shall be given at least five school days' prior notice of any planning and placement team 

meeting conducted for such child or pupil and shall have the right to be present at and participate 

in and to have advisors of such person's own choosing and at such person's own expense to be 

present at and to participate in all portions of such meeting at which an educational program for 



such child or pupil is developed, reviewed or revised. Immediately upon the formal identification 

of any child as a child requiring special education and at each planning and placement team 

meeting for such child, the responsible local or regional board of education shall inform the 

parent or guardian of such child or surrogate parent or, in the case of a pupil who is an 

emancipated minor or eighteen years of age or older, the pupil of the laws relating to special 

education and the rights of such parent, guardian, surrogate parent or pupil under such laws and 

the regulations adopted by the State Board of Education relating to special education. If such 

parent, guardian, surrogate parent or pupil does not attend a planning and placement team 

meeting, the responsible local or regional board of education shall mail such information to such 

person. Each board shall have in effect at the beginning of each school year an educational 

program for each child who has been identified as eligible for special education. (9) For purposes 

of Medicaid reimbursement, when recommended by the planning and placement team and 

specified on the individualized education program, a service eligible for reimbursement under 

the Medicaid program shall be deemed to be authorized by a practitioner of the healing arts 

under 42 CFR 440.130, provided such service is recommended by an appropriately licensed or 

certified individual and is within the individual's scope of practice. Diagnostic and evaluation 

services eligible for reimbursement under the Medicaid program, recommended by the planning 

and placement team and specified on the individualized education program shall also be deemed 

to be authorized by a practitioner of the healing arts under 42 CFR 440.130 provided such 

services are recommended by an appropriately licensed or certified individual and are within the 

individual's scope of practice. (10) The Commissioner of Social Services shall implement the 

policies and procedures necessary for the purposes of this subsection while in the process of 

adopting such policies and procedures in regulation form, provided notice of intent to adopt the 

regulations is published in the Connecticut Law Journal within twenty days of implementing the 

policies and procedures. Such policies and procedures shall be valid until the time final 

regulations are effective. (b) In accordance with the regulations of the State Board of Education, 

each local and regional board of education shall: (1) Provide special education for school-age 

children requiring special education who are described in subparagraph (A) of subdivision (5) of 

section 10-76a. The obligation of the school district under this subsection shall terminate when 

such child is graduated from high school or reaches age twenty-one, whichever occurs first; and 

(2) provide special education for children requiring special education who are described in 



subparagraph (A) or (C) of subdivision (5) of section 10-76a. The State Board of Education shall 

define the criteria by which each local or regional board of education shall determine whether a 

given child is eligible for special education pursuant to this subdivision, and such determination 

shall be made by the board of education when requested by a parent or guardian, or upon referral 

by a physician, clinic or social worker, provided the parent or guardian so permits. To meet its 

obligations under this subdivision, each local or regional board of education may, with the 

approval of the State Board of Education, make agreements with any private school, agency or 

institution to provide the necessary preschool special education program, provided such private 

facility has an existing program which adequately meets the special education needs, according 

to standards established by the State Board of Education, of the preschool children for whom 

such local or regional board of education is required to provide such an education and provided 

such district does not have such an existing program in its public schools. Such private school, 

agency or institution may be a facility which has not been approved by the Commissioner of 

Education for special education, provided such private facility is approved by the commissioner 

as an independent school or licensed by the Department of Public Health as a day care or nursery 

facility or be both approved and licensed. (c) Each local or regional board of education may 

provide special education for children requiring it who are described by subparagraph (B) of 

subdivision (5) of section 10-76a and for other exceptional children for whom provision of 

special education is not required by law. (d) To meet its obligations under sections 10-76a to 10-

76g, inclusive, any local or regional board of education may make agreements with another such 

board or subject to the consent of the parent or guardian of any child affected thereby, make 

agreements with any private school or with any public or private agency or institution, including 

a group home to provide the necessary programs or services, but no expenditures made pursuant 

to a contract with a private school, agency or institution for such special education shall be paid 

under the provisions of section 10-76g, unless (1) such contract includes a description of the 

educational program and other treatment the child is to receive, a statement of minimal goals and 

objectives which it is anticipated such child will achieve and an estimated time schedule for 

returning the child to the community or transferring such child to another appropriate facility, (2) 

subject to the provisions of this subsection, the educational needs of the child for whom such 

special education is being provided cannot be met by public school arrangements in the opinion 

of the commissioner who, before granting approval of such contract for purposes of payment, 



shall consider such factors as the particular needs of the child, the suitability and efficacy of the 

program offered by such private school, agency or institution, and the economic feasibility of 

comparable alternatives, and (3) commencing with the 1987-1988 school year and for each 

school year thereafter, each such private school, agency or institution has been approved for 

special education by the Commissioner of Education or by the appropriate agency for facilities 

located out of state, except as provided in subsection (b) of this section. Notwithstanding the 

provisions of subdivision (2) of this subsection or any regulations adopted by the State Board of 

Education setting placement priorities, placements pursuant to this section and payments under 

section 10-76g may be made pursuant to such a contract if the public arrangements are more 

costly than the private school, institution or agency, provided the private school, institution or 

agency meets the educational needs of the child and its program is suitable and efficacious. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection to the contrary, nothing in this subsection shall 

(A) require the removal of a child from a nonapproved facility if the child was placed there prior 

to July 7, 1987, pursuant to the determination of a planning and placement team that such a 

placement was appropriate and such placement was approved by the Commissioner of 

Education, or (B) prohibit the placement of a child at a nonapproved facility if a planning and 

placement team determines prior to July 7, 1987, that the child be placed in a nonapproved 

facility for the 1987-1988 school year. Each child placed in a nonapproved facility as described 

in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of subdivision (3) of this subsection may continue at the facility 

provided the planning and placement team or hearing officer appointed pursuant to section 10-

76h determines that the placement is appropriate. Expenditures incurred by any local or regional 

board of education to maintain children in nonapproved facilities as described in said 

subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall be paid pursuant to the provisions of section 10-76g. Any local 

or regional board of education may enter into a contract with the owners or operators of any 

sheltered workshop or rehabilitation center for provision of an education occupational training 

program for children requiring special education who are at least sixteen years of age, provided 

such workshop or institution shall have been approved by the appropriate state agency. 

Whenever any child is identified by a local or regional board of education as a child requiring 

special education and said board of education determines that the requirements for special 

education could be met by a program provided within the district or by agreement with another 

board of education except for the child's need for services other than educational services such as 



medical, psychiatric or institutional care or services, said board may meet its obligation to 

furnish special education for such child by paying the reasonable cost of special education 

instruction in a private school, hospital or other institution provided said board or the 

commissioner concurs that placement in such institution is necessary and proper and no state 

institution is available to meet such child's needs. (e) (1) Any local or regional board of 

education which provides special education pursuant to any mandates in this section shall 

provide transportation, to and from, but not beyond the curb of, the residence of the child, unless 

otherwise agreed upon by the board and the parent or guardian of the child, tuition, room and 

board and other items [as are] necessary to the provision of such special education except for 

children who are placed in a residential facility because [of the] they need [for] services other 

than educational services, in which case the financial responsibility of the school district and 

payment to such district shall be limited to the reasonable costs of special education instruction 

as defined in the regulations of the State Board of Education. If a hearing board, pursuant to 

subsection (d) of section 10-76h, rejects the educational program prescribed by the local or 

regional board of education and determines that a placement by a parent or guardian was 

appropriate, the local or regional board of education shall reimburse the parent or guardian for 

the reasonable costs incurred for the provision of special education pursuant to this section from 

the initiation of review procedures as provided by said section 10-76h. (2) For purposes of this 

subdivision, "public agency" includes the offices of a government of a federally recognized 

Native American tribe. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the general statutes, for the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 1987, and each fiscal year thereafter, whenever a public agency, other 

than a local or regional board of education, the State Board of Education or the Superior Court 

acting pursuant to section 10-76h, places a child in a foster home, group home, hospital, state 

institution, receiving home, custodial institution or any other residential or day treatment facility, 

and such child requires special education, the local or regional board of education under whose 

jurisdiction the child would otherwise be attending school or, if no such board can be identified, 

the local or regional board of education of the town where the child is placed, shall provide the 

requisite special education and related services to such child in accordance with the provisions of 

this section. Within one business day of such a placement by the Department of Children and 

Families or offices of a government of a federally recognized Native American tribe, said 

department or offices shall orally notify the local or regional board of education responsible for 



providing special education and related services to such child of such placement. The department 

or offices shall provide written notification to such board of such placement within two business 

days of the placement. Such local or regional board of education shall convene a planning and 

placement team meeting for such child within thirty days of the placement and shall invite a 

representative of the Department of Children and Families or offices of a government of a 

federally recognized Native American tribe to participate in such meeting. (A) The local or 

regional board of education under whose jurisdiction such child would otherwise be attending 

school shall be financially responsible for the reasonable costs of such special education and 

related services in an amount equal to the lesser of one hundred per cent of the costs of such 

education or the average per pupil educational costs of such board of education for the prior 

fiscal year, determined in accordance with the provisions of subsection (a) of section 10-76f. The 

State Board of Education shall pay on a current basis, except as provided in subdivision (3) of 

this subsection, any costs in excess of such local or regional board's basic contributions paid by 

such board of education in accordance with the provisions of this subdivision. (B) Whenever a 

child is placed pursuant to this subdivision, on or after July 1, 1995, by the Department of 

Children and Families and the local or regional board of education under whose jurisdiction such 

child would otherwise be attending school cannot be identified, the local or regional board of 

education under whose jurisdiction the child attended school or in whose district the child 

resided at the time of removal from the home by said department shall be responsible for the 

reasonable costs of special education and related services provided to such child, for one 

calendar year or until the child is committed to the state pursuant to section 46b-129 or 46b-140 

or is returned to the child's parent or guardian, whichever is earlier. If the child remains in such 

placement beyond one calendar year the Department of Children and Families shall be 

responsible for such costs. During the period the local or regional board of education is 

responsible for the reasonable cost of special education and related services pursuant to this 

subparagraph, the board shall be responsible for such costs in an amount equal to the lesser of 

one hundred per cent of the costs of such education and related services or the average per pupil 

educational costs of such board of education for the prior fiscal year, determined in accordance 

with the provisions of subsection (a) of section 10-76f. The State Board of Education shall pay 

on a current basis, except as provided in subdivision (3) of this subsection, any costs in excess of 

such local or regional board's basic contributions paid by such board of education in accordance 



with the provisions of this subdivision. The costs for services other than educational shall be paid 

by the state agency which placed the child. The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to 

the school districts established within the Department of Children and Families, pursuant to 

section 17a-37, the Department of Correction, pursuant to section 18-99a, or the Department of 

Mental Retardation, pursuant to section 17a-240, provided in any case in which special education 

is being provided at a private residential institution, including the residential components of 

regional educational service centers, to a child for whom no local or regional board of education 

can be found responsible under subsection (b) of this section, Unified School District #2 shall 

provide the special education and related services and be financially responsible for the 

reasonable costs of such special education instruction for such children. Notwithstanding the 

provisions of this subdivision, for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2004, to June 30, 2007, 

inclusive, the amount of the grants payable to local or regional boards of education in accordance 

with this subdivision shall be reduced proportionately if the total of such grants in such year 

exceeds the amount appropriated for the purposes of this subdivision for such year. (3) Payment 

for children who require special education and who reside on state-owned or leased property or 

in permanent family residences as defined in section 17a-154, and who are not the educational 

responsibility of the unified school districts established pursuant to section 17a-37, section 17a-

240 or section 18-99a, shall be made in the following manner: The State Board of Education 

shall pay to the school district which is responsible for providing instruction for each such child 

pursuant to the provisions of this subsection one hundred per cent of the reasonable costs of such 

instruction. In the fiscal year following such payment, the State Board of Education shall deduct 

from the special education grant due the local or regional board of education under whose 

jurisdiction the child would otherwise be attending school, where such board has been identified, 

the amount for which such board would otherwise have been financially responsible pursuant to 

the provisions of subdivision (2) of this subsection. No such deduction shall be made for any 

school district which is responsible for providing special education instruction for children 

whose parents or legal guardians do not reside within such district. The amount deducted shall be 

included as a net cost of special education by the Department of Education for purposes of the 

state's special education grant calculated pursuant to section 10-76g. A school district otherwise 

eligible for reimbursement under the provisions of this subdivision for the costs of education of a 

child residing in a permanent family residence shall continue to be so eligible in the event that a 



person providing foster care in such residence adopts the child. Notwithstanding the provisions 

of this subdivision, for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2004, and June 30, 2005, the amount of 

the grants payable to local or regional boards of education in accordance with this subdivision 

shall be reduced proportionately if the total of such grants in such year exceeds the amount 

appropriated for the purposes of this subdivision for such year. (4) Notwithstanding any other 

provision of this section, the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services shall provide 

regular education and special education and related services to eligible residents in facilities 

operated by the department who are eighteen to twenty-one years of age. In the case of a resident 

who requires special education, the department shall provide the requisite identification and 

evaluation of such resident in accordance with the provisions of this section. The department 

shall be financially responsible for the provision of educational services to eligible residents. The 

Departments of Mental Health and Addiction Services, Children and Families and Education 

shall develop and implement an interagency agreement which specifies the role of each agency 

in ensuring the provision of appropriate education services to eligible residents in accordance 

with this section. The State Board of Education shall pay to the Department of Mental Health 

and Addiction Services one hundred per cent of the reasonable costs of such educational services 

provided to eligible residents of such facilities. Payment shall be made by the board as follows: 

Eighty-five per cent of the estimated cost in July and the adjusted balance in May. (5) 

Application for the grant to be paid by the state for costs in excess of the local or regional board 

of education's basic contribution shall be made by such board of education by filing with the 

State Board of Education, in such manner as prescribed by the Commissioner of Education, 

annually on or before December first a statement of the cost of providing special education, as 

defined in subdivision (2) of this subsection, for a child of the board placed by a state agency in 

accordance with the provisions of said subdivision or, where appropriate, a statement of the cost 

of providing educational services other than special educational services pursuant to the 

provisions of subsection (b) of section 10-253, provided a board of education may submit, not 

later than March first, claims for additional children or costs not included in the December filing. 

Payment by the state for such excess costs shall be made to the local or regional board of 

education as follows: Seventy-five per cent of the cost in February and the balance in May. The 

amount due each town pursuant to the provisions of this subsection and the amount due to each 

town as tuition from other towns pursuant to this section shall be paid to the treasurer of each 



town entitled to such aid, provided the treasurer shall treat such grant or tuition received, or a 

portion of such grant or tuition, which relates to special education expenditures incurred pursuant 

to subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection in excess of such board's budgeted estimate of such 

expenditures, as a reduction in expenditures by crediting such expenditure account, rather than 

town revenue. The state shall notify the local or regional board of education when payments are 

made to the treasurer of the town pursuant to this subdivision. (f) No children placed out 

primarily for special education services shall be placed in a private school, agency or institution 

outside of the state, except when in the opinion of the Commissioner of Education it is 

determined that: (1) No public or approved private facility which can reasonably provide suitable 

special education programs for such children is available in the state; (2) no public or approved 

private facility which can reasonably provide suitable special education programs for such 

children is available in the state and the out-of-state placement is required for a period of time 

not to exceed two years, during which time the local or regional board of education responsible 

for providing such children with a special education shall develop a suitable special education 

program or cause such program to be developed within the state; or (3) an out-of-state placement 

is more economically feasible than an existing special education program in the state or any such 

program that could be developed within the state within a reasonable period of time. No 

placement in an out-of-state private special education school, agency or facility shall be 

approved unless such school, agency or facility first agrees in writing to submit to the state 

Department of Education any such financial program and student progress reports as the 

commissioner may require for the purpose of making an annual determination as to the economic 

feasibility and program adequacy of the special education program provided. The provisions of 

this subsection shall not apply to children placed out primarily for services other than educational 

services as described in subsection (d) of this section. (g) (1) Each local or regional board of 

education shall review annually and make a report as to the progress of each child for whom 

such board is obligated to provide a special education and who receives special education 

services in any private school, agency or institution and shall, upon request of the commissioner, 

submit such reports to the State Board of Education. (2) Whenever a local or regional board of 

education determines that a child who has for three years received special education services in 

private facilities pursuant to subsection (d) of section 10-76d must receive such services from 

private facilities for an additional period of time, the State Board of Education, shall annually 



thereafter review the progress of such child prior to approving or disapproving for purposes of 

reimbursement, pursuant to subsection (d) of section 10-76d, any continuation of private 

placement, considering such factors as the educational and other needs of the child. (h) The 

provisions of this section and sections 10-76a, 10-76b, 10-76c, 10-76f and 10-76g shall not be 

construed to relieve any insurer or provider of health or welfare benefits from paying any 

otherwise valid claim. 

 

Sec. 10-97. Transportation to vocational schools. (a) The board of education of any town or, 

where the boards of education of constituent towns have so agreed, any regional school district 

shall provide the reasonable and necessary transportation, except as provided in section 10-233c, 

for any student under twenty-one years of age who is not a graduate of a high school or 

vocational school and who resides with a parent or guardian in such town or regional school 

district or who belongs to such town, and who attends a state or state-approved vocational 

secondary school within such local or regional school district as a regular all-day student or as a 

high school cooperative student, and for any such student who attends any such school in a town 

other than the town of his residence. When the cost of such transportation out-of-town would 

exceed the sum of two hundred dollars per year, said board of education may elect to maintain 

such student in the town where he or she attends such vocational school and for the cost of such 

maintenance the local or regional school district shall be reimbursed in the same manner and to 

the same extent as in the case of payment for transportation. Each such board's reimbursement 

percentage pursuant to section 10-266m for expenditures in excess of eight hundred dollars per 

pupil incurred in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1987, and in each fiscal year thereafter, shall 

be increased by an additional twenty percentage points. (b) Any local or regional board of 

education which does not furnish vocational agricultural training approved by the State Board of 

Education shall designate a school or schools having such a course approved by the State Board 

of Education as the school which any person may attend who has completed an elementary 

school course through the eighth grade. The board of education shall pay the tuition and 

reasonable and necessary cost of transportation of any person under twenty-one years of age who 

is not a graduate of a high school or vocational school and who attends the designated school, 

provided transportation services may be suspended in accordance with the provisions of section 

10-233c. Each such board's reimbursement percentage pursuant to section 10-266m for 



expenditures in excess of eight hundred dollars per pupil incurred in the fiscal year beginning 

July 1, 1987, and in each fiscal year thereafter, shall be increased by an additional twenty 

percentage points. (c) Any local or regional board of education which transports students to a 

state or state-approved vocational secondary school, or school furnishing vocational agricultural 

training shall be reimbursed for a portion of such pupil transportation annually in accordance 

with the provisions of section 10-266m, and the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this 

section relating to reimbursement percentages, provided the reimbursement for transportation 

costs to a school furnishing vocational agricultural training shall not exceed an amount equal to 

such reimbursement of the costs of transporting such pupils to the school furnishing a full 

program of vocational agricultural training nearest to the sending school district at the time of the 

pupil's initial enrollment in the program. Application for such reimbursement shall be made by 

the board of education to the State Board of Education at such time and in such manner as said 

state board prescribes. The provisions of this section shall apply to a veteran who served in time 

of war, as defined by section 27-103, without regard to age or whether or not such veteran 

resides with a parent or guardian provided such veteran is attending a state or state-approved 

vocational secondary school. (d) The parents or guardian of any student or any veteran over 

twenty-one who is denied the reasonable and necessary transportation required in this section 

may appeal such lack of transportation in the same manner as is provided in sections 10-186 and 

10-187. (e) For purposes of this section, a local or regional board of education shall not be 

required to expend for transporting a student to a regional vocational-technical school or a 

vocational-agriculture center an amount greater than the foundation as defined in subdivision (9) 

of section 10-262f, except that a board of education shall continue to pay the reasonable and 

necessary costs of transporting a student who is enrolled in such a school or center on July 1, 

1996, until such student completes the program at such school or center. 

 

Sec. 10-158a. Cooperative arrangements among towns. School building projects. Student 

transportation. (a) Any two or more boards of education may, in writing, agree to establish 

cooperative arrangements to provide school accommodations services, programs or activities to 

enable such boards to carry out the duties specified in the general statutes. Such arrangements 

may include the establishment of a committee to supervise such programs, the membership of 

the committee to be determined by the agreement of the cooperating boards. Such committee 



shall have the power, in accordance with the terms of the agreement, to (1) apply for, receive 

directly and expend on behalf of the school districts which have designated the committee an 

agent for such purpose any state or federal grants which may be allocated to school districts for 

specified programs, the supervision of which has been delegated to such committee, provided 

such grants are payable before implementation of any such program or are to reimburse the 

committee pursuant to subsection (d) of this section for transportation provided to a school 

operated by a cooperative arrangement; (2) receive and disburse funds appropriated to the use of 

such committee by the cooperating school districts, the state or the United States, or given to the 

committee by individuals or private corporations; (3) hold title to real or personal property in 

trust, or as otherwise agreed to by the parties, for the appointing boards; (4) employ personnel; 

(5) enter into contracts, and (6) otherwise provide the specified programs, services and activities. 

Teachers employed by any such committee shall be subject to the provisions of the general 

statutes applicable to teachers employed by the board of education of any town or regional 

school district. For purposes of this section, the term "teacher" shall include each professional 

employee of a committee below the rank of superintendent who holds a regular certificate issued 

by the State Board of Education and who is in a position requiring such certification. (b) Subject 

to the provisions of subsection (c) of this section, any board of education may withdraw from 

any agreement entered into under subsection (a) if, at least one year prior to the date of the 

proposed withdrawal, it gives written notice of its intent to do so to each of the other boards. 

Upon withdrawal by one or more boards of education, two or more boards of education may 

continue their commitment to the agreement. If two or more boards of education continue the 

arrangement, then such committee established within the arrangement may continue to hold title 

to any real or personal property given to or purchased by the committee in trust for all the boards 

of education which entered the agreement, unless otherwise provided in the agreement or by law 

or by the grantor or donor of such property. Upon dissolution of the committee, any property 

held in trust shall be distributed in accordance with the agreement, if such distribution is not 

contrary to law. (c) If a cooperative arrangement receives a grant for a school building project 

pursuant to chapter 173, the cooperative arrangement shall use the building for which the grant 

was provided for a period of not less than twenty years after completion of such project. If the 

cooperative arrangement ceases to use the building for the purpose for which the grant was 

provided, the Commissioner of Education shall determine whether (1) title to the building and 



any legal interest in appurtenant land reverts to the state or (2) the cooperative arrangement 

reimburses the state an amount equal to ten per cent of the eligible school building project costs 

of the project. (d) Any cooperative arrangement established pursuant to this section, or any local 

or regional board of education which is a member of such a cooperative arrangement which 

transports students to a school operated by such cooperative arrangement shall be reimbursed in 

accordance with the provisions of section 10-266m. At the end of each school year, any such 

cooperative arrangement or local or regional board of education which provides such 

transportation shall file an application for reimbursement on a form provided by the Department 

of Education.  

 

Sec. 10-184.  Duties of parents. School attendance age requirements.  All parents and those 

who have the care of children shall bring them up in some lawful and honest employment and 

instruct them or cause them to be instructed in reading, writing, spelling, English grammar, 

geography, arithmetic and United States history and in citizenship, including a study of the town, 

state and federal governments. Subject to the provisions of this section and section 10-15c, each 

parent or other person having control of a child five years of age and over and under eighteen 

years of age shall cause such child to attend a public school regularly during the hours and terms 

the public school in the district in which such child resides is in session, unless such child is a 

high school graduate or the parent or person having control of such child is able to show that the 

child is elsewhere receiving equivalent instruction in the studies taught in the public schools. The 

parent or person having control of a child sixteen or seventeen years of age may consent, as 

provided in this section, to such child's withdrawal from school. Such parent or person shall 

personally appear at the school district office and sign a withdrawal form. The school district 

shall provide such parent or person with information on the educational options available in the 

school system and in the community. The parent or person having control of a child five years of 

age shall have the option of not sending the child to school until the child is six years of age and 

the parent or person having control of a child six years of age shall have the option of not 

sending the child to school until the child is seven years of age. The parent or person shall 

exercise such option by personally appearing at the school district office and signing an option 

form. The school district shall provide the parent or person with information on the educational 

opportunities available in the school system. 



 

(AMENDED) Sec. 10-186. Duties of local and regional boards of education re: school 

attendance. Hearings. Appeals to state board. Establishment of hearing board. (a) Each 

local or regional board of education shall furnish, by transportation or otherwise, school 

accommodations so that each child five years of age and over and under twenty-one years of age 

who is not a graduate of a high school or vocational school may attend public school, except as 

provided in section 10-233c, and subsection (d) of section 10- 233d. Any board of education 

which denies school accommodations, including a denial based on an issue of residency, to any 

such child shall inform the parent or guardian of such child or the child, in the case of an 

emancipated minor or a pupil eighteen years of age or older, of his right to request a hearing by 

the board of education in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of 

this section. A board of education which has denied school accommodations shall advise the 

board of education under whose jurisdiction it claims such child should be attending school of 

the denial. For purposes of this section, (1) a "parent or guardian" shall include a surrogate parent 

appointed pursuant to section 10-94g and (2) a child residing in a dwelling located in more than 

one town in this state shall be considered a resident of each town in which the dwelling is located 

and may attend school in any one of such towns. For purposes of this subsection, "dwelling" 

means a single, two or three family house or a condominium unit.  

(b) (1) If any board of education denies such accommodations, the parent or guardian of any 

child who is denied schooling, or an emancipated minor or a pupil eighteen years of age or older 

who is denied schooling, or an agent or officer charged with the enforcement of the laws 

concerning attendance at school, may, in writing, request a hearing by the board of education. 

The board of education may (A) conduct the hearing, (B) designate a subcommittee of the board 

composed of three board members to conduct the hearing or (C) establish a local impartial 

hearing board of one or more persons not members of the board of education to conduct the 

hearing. The board, subcommittee or local impartial hearing board shall give such person a 

hearing within ten days after receipt of the written request, make a stenographic record or tape 

recording of the hearing and make a finding within ten days after the hearing. Hearings shall be 

conducted in accordance with the provisions of sections 4-176e to 4-180a, inclusive, and section 

4-181a. Any child, emancipated minor or pupil eighteen years of age or older who is denied 

accommodations on the basis of residency may continue in attendance in the school district at the 



request of the parent or guardian of such child or emancipated minor or pupil eighteen years of 

age or older, pending a hearing pursuant to this subdivision. The party claiming ineligibility for 

school accommodations shall have the burden of proving such ineligibility by a preponderance 

of the evidence, except in cases of denial of schooling based on residency, the party denied 

schooling shall have the burden of proving residency by a preponderance of the evidence. (2) 

Any such parent, guardian, emancipated minor, pupil eighteen years of age or older, or agent or 

officer, aggrieved by the finding shall, upon request, be provided with a transcript of the hearing 

within thirty days after such request and may take an appeal from the finding to the State Board 

of Education. A copy of each notice of appeal shall be filed simultaneously with the local or 

regional board of education and the State Board of Education. Any child, emancipated minor or 

pupil eighteen years of age or older who is denied accommodations by a board of education as 

the result of a determination by such board, or a subcommittee of the board or local impartial 

hearing board, that the child is not a resident of the school district and therefore is not entitled to 

school accommodations in the district may continue in attendance in the school district at the 

request of the parent or guardian of such child or such minor or pupil, pending a determination of 

such appeal. If an appeal is not taken to the State Board of Education within twenty days of the 

mailing of the finding to the aggrieved party, the decision of the board, subcommittee or local 

impartial hearing board shall be final. The local or regional board of education shall, within ten 

days after receipt of notice of an appeal, forward the record of the hearing to the State Board of 

Education. The State Board of Education shall, on receipt of a written request for a hearing made 

in accordance with the provisions of this subsection, establish an impartial hearing board of one 

or more persons to hold a public hearing in the local or regional school district in which the 

cause of the complaint arises. Members of the hearing board may be employees of the [state] 

Department of Education or may be qualified persons from outside the department. No member 

of the board of education under review nor any employee of such board of education shall be a 

member of the hearing board. Members of the hearing board, other than those employed by the 

[state of Connecticut] Department of Education, shall be paid reasonable fees and expenses as 

established by the State Board of Education within the limits of available appropriations. Such 

hearing board may examine witnesses and shall maintain a verbatim record of all formal sessions 

of the hearing. Either party to the hearing may request that the hearing board join all interested 

parties to the hearing, or the hearing board may join any interested party on its own motion. The 



hearing board shall have no authority to make a determination of the rights and responsibilities 

of a board of education if such board is not a party to the hearing. The hearing board may render 

a determination of actual residence of any child, emancipated minor or pupil eighteen years of 

age or older where residency is at issue. (3) The hearing board shall render its decision within 

forty-five days after receipt of the notice of appeal except that an extension may be granted by 

the Commissioner of Education upon an application by a party or the hearing board describing 

circumstances related to the hearing which require an extension. (4) If, after the hearing, the 

hearing board finds that any child is illegally or unreasonably denied schooling, the hearing 

board shall order the board of education under whose jurisdiction it has been found such child 

should be attending school to make arrangements to enable the child to attend public school. 

Except in the case of a residency determination, the finding of the local or regional board of 

education, subcommittee of such board or a local impartial hearing board shall be upheld unless 

it is determined by the hearing board that the finding was arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable. If 

such school officers fail to take action upon such order in any case in which such child is 

currently denied schooling and no suitable provision is made for such child within fifteen days 

after receipt of the order and in all other cases, within thirty days after receipt of the order, there 

shall be a forfeiture of the money appropriated by the state for the support of schools amounting 

to fifty dollars for each child for each day such child is denied schooling. If the hearing board 

makes a determination that the child was not a resident of the school district and therefore not 

entitled to school accommodations from such district, the board of education may assess tuition 

against the parent or guardian of the child or the emancipated minor or pupil eighteen years of 

age or older based on the following: One one- hundred-eightieth of the town's net current local 

educational expenditure, as defined in section 10-261, per pupil multiplied by the number of days 

of school attendance of the child in the district while not entitled to school accommodations 

provided by that district. The local board of education may seek to recover the amount of the 

assessment through available civil remedies.  

(c) In the event of an appeal pursuant to section 10-187 from a decision of a hearing board 

established pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, upon request, the State Board of Education 

shall supply for the fee per page specified in section 1-212, a copy of the transcript of the formal 

sessions of the hearing board to the parent or guardian or emancipated minor or a pupil eighteen 

years of age or older and to the local or regional board of education. 



(d) If a child sixteen years of age or older voluntarily terminates enrollment in a school district 

and subsequently seeks readmission, the local or regional board of education for the school 

district may deny school accommodations to such child for up to ninety school days from the 

date of such termination. 

 

Sec. 10-187. Appeal from finding of hearing board. Any parent or guardian or emancipated 

minor or a pupil eighteen years of age or older or local or regional board of education aggrieved 

by the finding of the hearing board established by the State Board of Education rendered under 

the provisions of section 10-186 may appeal therefrom in accordance with the provisions of 

section 4-183, except venue for such appeal shall be in the judicial district within which such 

board is situated. 

 

(AMENDED) Sec. 10-220. (a) Each local or regional board of education shall maintain good 

public elementary and secondary schools, implement the educational interests of the state as 

defined in section 10-4a and provide such other educational activities as in its judgment will best 

serve the interests of the school district; provided any board of education may secure such 

opportunities in another school district in accordance with provisions of the general statutes and 

shall give all the children of the school district as nearly equal advantages as may be practicable; 

shall provide an appropriate learning environment for its students which includes (1) adequate 

instructional books, supplies, materials, equipment, staffing, facilities and technology, (2) 

equitable allocation of resources among its schools, (3) proper maintenance of facilities, and (4) 

a safe school setting; shall have charge of the schools of its respective school district; shall make 

a continuing study of the need for school facilities and of a long-term school building program 

and from time to time make recommendations based on such study to the town; shall adopt and 

implement an indoor air quality program that provides for ongoing maintenance and facility 

reviews necessary for the maintenance and improvement of the indoor air quality of its facilities; 

shall report [annually] biennially to the Commissioner of Education on the condition of its 

facilities and the action taken to implement its long-term school building program and indoor air 

quality program, which report the Commissioner of Education shall use to prepare [an annual] a 

biennial report that said commissioner shall submit in accordance with section 11-4a to the joint 

standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to education; 



shall advise the Commissioner of Education of the relationship between any individual school 

building project pursuant to chapter 173 and such long-term school building program; shall have 

the care, maintenance and operation of buildings, lands, apparatus and other property used for 

school purposes and at all times shall insure all such buildings and all capital equipment 

contained therein against loss in an amount not less than eighty per cent of replacement cost; 

shall determine the number, age and qualifications of the pupils to be admitted into each school; 

shall develop and implement a written plan for minority staff recruitment for purposes of 

subdivision (3) of section 10-4a; shall employ and dismiss the teachers of the schools of such 

district subject to the provisions of sections 10-151 and 10-158a; shall designate the schools 

which shall be attended by the various children within the school district; shall make such 

provisions as will enable each child of school age, residing in the district to attend some public 

day school for the period required by law and provide for the transportation of children wherever 

transportation is reasonable and desirable, and for such purpose may make contracts covering 

periods of not more than five years; may place in an alternative school program or other suitable 

educational program a pupil enrolling in school who is nineteen years of age or older and cannot 

acquire a sufficient number of credits for graduation by age twenty-one; may arrange with the 

board of education of an adjacent town for the instruction therein of such children as can attend 

school in such adjacent town more conveniently; shall cause each child five years of age and 

over and under eighteen years of age who is not a high school graduate and is living in the school 

district to attend school in accordance with the provisions of section 10-184, and shall perform 

all acts required of it by the town or necessary to carry into effect the powers and duties imposed 

by law. (b) The board of education of each local or regional school district shall, with the 

participation of parents, students, school administrators, teachers, citizens, local elected officials 

and any other individuals or groups such board shall deem appropriate, prepare a statement of 

educational goals for such local or regional school district. The statement of goals shall be 

consistent with state-wide goals pursuant to subsection (c) of section 10-4. Each local or regional 

board of education shall develop student objectives which relate directly to the statement of 

educational goals prepared pursuant to this subsection and which identify specific expectations 

for students in terms of skills, knowledge and competence. 

(c) Annually, each local and regional board of education shall submit to the Commissioner of 

Education a strategic school profile report for each school under its jurisdiction and for the 



school district as a whole. The superintendent of each local and regional school district shall 

present the profile report at the next regularly scheduled public meeting of the board of education 

after each November first. The profile report shall provide information on measures of (1) 

student needs, (2) school resources, including technological resources and utilization of such 

resources and infrastructure, (3) student and school performance, (4) equitable allocation of 

resources among its schools, (5) reduction of racial, ethnic and economic isolation, and (6) 

special education. For purposes of this subsection, measures of special education include (A) 

special education identification rates by disability, (B) rates at which special education students 

are exempted from mastery testing pursuant to section 10-14q, (C) expenditures for special 

education, including such expenditures as a percentage of total expenditures, (D) achievement 

data for special education students, (E) rates at which students identified as requiring special 

education are no longer identified as requiring special education, (F) the availability of 

supplemental educational services for students lacking basic educational skills, (G) the amount 

of special education student instructional time with nondisabled peers, (H) the number of 

students placed out-of-district, and (I) the actions taken by the school district to improve special 

education programs, as indicated by analyses of the local data provided in subparagraphs (A) to 

(H), inclusive, of this subdivision. 

(d) Prior to January 1, 2008, and every five years thereafter, for every school building that is or 

has been constructed, extended, renovated or replaced on or after January 1, 2003, a local or 

regional board of education shall provide for a uniform inspection and evaluation program of the 

indoor air quality within such buildings, such as the Environmental Protection Agency's Indoor 

Air Quality Tools for Schools Program. The inspection and evaluation program shall include, but 

not be limited to, a review, inspection or evaluation of the following: (1) The heating, ventilation 

and air conditioning systems; (2) radon levels in the water and the air; (3) potential for exposure 

to microbiological airborne particles, including, but not limited to, fungi, mold and bacteria; (4) 

chemical compounds of concern to indoor air quality including, but not limited to, volatile 

organic compounds; (5) the degree of pest infestation, including, but not limited to, [insect] 

insects and rodents; (6) the degree of pesticide usage; (7) the presence of and the plans for 

removal of any hazardous substances that are contained on the list prepared pursuant to Section 

302 of the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, 42 USC 9601 et 

seq. ; (8) ventilation systems; (9) plumbing, including water distribution systems, drainage 



systems and fixtures; (10) moisture incursion; (11) the overall cleanliness of the facilities; (12) 

building structural elements, including, but not limited to, roofing, basements or slabs; (13) the 

use of space, particularly areas that were designed to be unoccupied; and (14) the provision of 

indoor air quality maintenance training for building staff. Local and regional boards of education 

conducting evaluations pursuant to this subsection shall make available for public inspection the 

results of the inspection and evaluation at a regularly scheduled board of education meeting.  

 

 Sec. 10-233a. Definitions. Whenever used in sections 10-233a to 10-233g, inclusive: 

(a) "Exclusion" means any denial of public school privileges to a pupil for disciplinary 

purposes.(b) "Removal" means an exclusion from a classroom for all or part of a single class 

period, provided such exclusion shall not extend beyond ninety minutes.(c) "In-school 

suspension" means an exclusion from regular classroom activity for no more than five 

consecutive school days, but not exclusion from school, provided such exclusion shall not extend 

beyond the end of the school year in which such in- school suspension was imposed.(d) 

"Suspension" means an exclusion from school privileges or from transportation services only for 

no more than ten consecutive school days, provided such exclusion shall not extend beyond the 

end of the school year in which such suspension was imposed.(e) "Expulsion" means an 

exclusion from school privileges for more than ten consecutive school days and shall be deemed 

to include, but not be limited to, exclusion from the school to which such pupil was assigned at 

the time such disciplinary action was taken, provided such exclusion shall not extend beyond a 

period of one calendar year.(f) "Emergency" means a situation under which the continued 

presence of the pupil in school poses such a danger to persons or property or such a disruption of 

the educational process that a hearing may be delayed until a time as soon after the exclusion of 

such pupil as possible.(g) "School" means any school under the direction of a local or regional 

board of education or any school for which one or more such boards of education pays eighty per 

cent or more of the tuition costs for students enrolled in such school. 

(h) "School-sponsored activity" means any activity sponsored, recognized or authorized by a 

board of education and includes activities conducted on or off school property. 

 

Sec. 10-233c. Suspension of pupils. (a) Any local or regional board of education may authorize 

the administration of the schools under its direction to suspend from school privileges any pupil 



whose conduct on school grounds or at a school sponsored activity is violative of a publicized 

policy of such board or is seriously disruptive of the educational process or endangers persons or 

property or whose conduct off school grounds is violative of such policy and is seriously 

disruptive of the educational process. In making a determination as to whether conduct is 

seriously disruptive of the educational process, the administration may consider, but such 

consideration shall not be limited to: (1) Whether the incident occurred within close proximity of 

a school; (2) whether other students from the school were involved or whether there was any 

gang involvement; (3) whether the conduct involved violence, threats of violence or the unlawful 

use of a weapon, as defined in section 29-38, and whether any injuries occurred; and (4) whether 

the conduct involved the use of alcohol. Any such board may authorize the administration to 

suspend transportation services for any pupil whose conduct while awaiting or receiving 

transportation to and from school endangers persons or property or is violative of a publicized 

policy of such board. Unless an emergency exists, no pupil shall be suspended without an 

informal hearing by the administration, at which such pupil shall be informed of the reasons for 

the disciplinary action and given an opportunity to explain the situation, provided nothing herein 

shall be construed to prevent a more formal hearing from being held if the circumstances 

surrounding the incident so require, and further provided no pupil shall be suspended more than 

ten times or a total of fifty days in one school year, whichever results in fewer days of exclusion, 

unless such pupil is granted a formal hearing pursuant to sections 4-176e to 4-180a, inclusive, 

and section 4-181a. If an emergency situation exists, such hearing shall be held as soon after the 

suspension as possible. 

(b) In determining the length of a suspension period, the administration may receive and consider 

evidence of past disciplinary problems which have led to removal from a classroom, suspension 

or expulsion of such pupil. 

(c) Whenever any administration suspends a pupil, such administration shall within twenty-four 

hours notify the superintendent or such superintendent's designee as to the name of the pupil 

against whom such disciplinary action was taken and the reason therefor. 

(d) Any pupil who is suspended shall be given an opportunity to complete any classwork 

including, but not limited to, examinations which such pupil missed during the period of 

suspension. 



(e) Whenever a pupil is suspended pursuant to the provisions of this section, notice of the 

suspension and the conduct for which the pupil was suspended shall be included on the pupil's 

cumulative educational record. Such notice shall be expunged from the cumulative educational 

record by the local or regional board of education if a pupil graduates from high school. 

(AMENDED) Sec. 10-253. School privileges for children in certain placements, nonresident 

children and children in temporary shelters. (a) Children placed out by the Commissioner of 

Children and Families or by other agencies or persons, including offices of a government of a 

federally recognized Native American tribe, private child-caring or child-placing agencies 

licensed by the Department of Children and Families, and eligible residents of facilities operated 

by the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services or by the Department of Public 

Health who are eighteen to twenty-one years of age, shall be entitled to all free school privileges 

of the school district where they then reside as a result of such placement, except as provided in 

subdivision (4) of subsection (e) of section 10-76d. Except as provided in subsection (d) of this 

section and subdivision (4) of subsection (e) of section 10-76d, payment for such education shall 

be made by the board of education of the school district under whose jurisdiction such child 

would otherwise be attending school where such a school district is identified. 

(b) The board of education of the school district under whose jurisdiction a child would otherwise 

be attending school shall be financially responsible for the reasonable costs of education for a child 

placed out by the Commissioner of Children and Families or by other agencies, including, but not 

limited to, offices of a government of a federally recognized Native American tribe, in a private 

residential facility when such child requires educational services other than special education 

services. Such financial responsibility shall be the lesser of one hundred per cent of the costs of such 

education or the average per pupil educational costs of such board of education for the prior fiscal 

year, determined in accordance with subsection (a) of section 10-76f. Any costs in excess of the 

boards' basic contribution shall be paid by the State Board of Education on a current basis. The 

costs for services other than educational shall be paid by the state agency which placed the child. 

Application for the grant to be paid by the state for costs in excess of the local or regional board of 

education's basic contribution shall be made in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (5) of 

subsection (e) of section 10-76d. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, for the fiscal 

years ending June 30, 2004, to June 30, 2007, inclusive, the amount of the grants payable to local or 



regional boards of education in accordance with this subsection shall be reduced proportionately if 

the total of such grants in such year exceeds the amount appropriated for the purposes of this 

subsection for such year. 

(c) No board of education shall be required to provide school accommodations for any child whose 

legal residence is in another state unless the board has entered into an agreement concerning the 

provision of educational services and programs with the state or local educational agency of such 

state responsible for educating the child, the facility where the child is placed or the parent or 

guardian placing such child, and provided that a bond, in a sum equal to the tuition payable for such 

child, issued by a surety company authorized to do business in this state and conditioned upon the 

payment of tuition at the rate established by the board, shall be filed with the treasurer of the school 

district in which such child is attending school by the parent or guardian or other person or 

organization in control of such child. 

(d) Children residing with relatives or nonrelatives, when it is the intention of such relatives or 

nonrelatives and of the children or their parents or guardians that such residence is to be permanent, 

provided without pay and not for the sole purpose of obtaining school accommodations, and, for 

the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1981, and each fiscal year thereafter, children not requiring special 

education who are residing in any facility or home as a result of a placement by a public agency, 

including, but not limited to, offices of a government of a federally recognized Native American 

tribe, other than a local or regional board of education, and except as provided by subsection (b) of 

this section, shall be entitled to all free school privileges accorded to resident children of the school 

district in which they then reside. A local or regional board of education may require documentation 

from the parent or guardian, the relative or nonrelative, emancipated minor or pupil eighteen years 

of age or older that the residence is to be permanent, provided without pay and not for the sole 

purpose of obtaining school accommodations provided by the school district. Such documentation 

may include affidavits, provided that prior to any request for documentation of a child's residency 

from the child's parent or guardian, relative or nonrelative, or emancipated minor or pupil eighteen 

years of age or older, the board of education shall provide the parent or guardian, relative or 

nonrelative, emancipated minor or pupil eighteen years of age or older with a written statement 

specifying the basis upon which the board has reason to believe that such child, emancipated minor 

or pupil eighteen years of age or older is not entitled to school accommodations. 



(e) (1) For purposes of this subsection: (A) "Temporary shelters" means facilities which provide 

emergency shelter for a specified, limited period of time, and (B) "Educational costs" means the 

reasonable costs of providing regular or, except as otherwise provided, special education, but in no 

event shall such costs exceed the average per pupil cost for regular education students or the actual 

cost of providing special education for special education students. (2) Children in temporary shelters 

shall be entitled to free school privileges from either the school district in which the shelter is 

located or the school district in which the child would otherwise reside, if not for the need for 

temporary shelter. Upon notification from the school district in which the temporary shelter is 

located, the school district in which the child would otherwise reside, if identified, shall either pay 

tuition to the school district in which the temporary shelter is located for the child to attend school 

in that district or shall continue to provide educational services, including transportation, to such 

child. If the school district where the child would otherwise reside cannot be identified, the school 

district in which the temporary shelter is located shall be financially responsible for the educational 

costs for such child, except that in the case of a child who requires special education and related 

services and is placed by the Department of Children and Families in a temporary shelter on or after 

July 1, 1995, the school district in which the child resided immediately prior to such placement or 

the Department of Children and Families shall be responsible for the cost of such special education 

and related services, to the extent such board or department is responsible for such costs under 

subparagraph (B) of subdivision (2) of subsection (e) of section 10-76d. If the school district where 

the child would otherwise reside declines to provide free school privileges, the school district where 

the temporary shelter is located shall provide free school privileges and may recover tuition from the 

school district where the child would otherwise reside. In the case of children requiring special 

education who have been placed in out-of-district programs by either a board of education or state 

agency, the school district in which the child would otherwise reside shall continue to be responsible 

for the child's education until such time as a new residence is established, notwithstanding the fact 

that the child or child's family resides in a temporary shelter. 

(f) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, educational services shall be provided 

by each local and regional board of education to homeless children and youths in accordance 

with the provisions of 42 USC 11431, et seq., as amended from time to time. 

 



Sec. 10-262f. Definitions. Whenever used in this section and sections 10-262h to 10-262j, 

inclusive: 

(1) "Adjusted equalized net grand list" means the equalized net grand list of a town multiplied by 

its income adjustment factor.  

(2) "Base aid ratio" means one minus the ratio of a town's wealth to the state guaranteed wealth 

level, provided no town's aid ratio shall be less than six one-hundredths.  

(3) "Income adjustment factor" means the average of a town's per capita income divided by the 

per capita income of the town with the highest per capita income in the state and a town's median 

household income divided by the median household income of the town with the highest median 

household income in the state.  

(4) "Median household income" for each town means that enumerated in the most recent federal 

decennial census of population or that enumerated in the current population report series issued 

by the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, whichever is more recent 

and available on January first of the fiscal year two years prior to the fiscal year in which 

payment is to be made pursuant to section 10-262i. 

(5) "Supplemental aid factor" means for each town the average of its percentage of children 

eligible under the temporary family assistance program and its grant mastery percentage.  

(6) "Percentage of children eligible under the temporary family assistance program" means the 

town's number of children under the temporary family assistance program divided by the number 

of children age five to seventeen, inclusive, in the town.  

(7) "Average mastery percentage" means for each school year the average of the three most 

recent mastery percentages available on December first of the school year.  

(8) "Equalized net grand list", for purposes of calculating the amount of grant to which any town 

is entitled in accordance with section 10-262h, means the average of the net grand lists of the 

town upon which taxes were levied for the general expenses of the town two, three and four 

years prior to the fiscal year in which such grant is to be paid, provided such net grand lists are 

equalized in accordance with section 10-261a.  

(9) "Foundation" means (A) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1990, three thousand nine 

hundred eighteen dollars, (B) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1991, four thousand one 

hundred ninety-two dollars, (C) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1992, four thousand four 

hundred eighty-six dollars, (D) for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1993, June 30, 1994, and June 



30, 1995, four thousand eight hundred dollars, (E) for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1996, June 

30, 1997, and June 30, 1998, five thousand seven hundred eleven dollars, (F) for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 1999, five thousand seven hundred seventy-five dollars, and (G) for the fiscal 

years ending June 30, 2000, to June 30, 2003, inclusive, five thousand eight hundred ninety-one 

dollars.  

(10) "Number of children age five to seventeen, inclusive" means that enumerated in the most 

recent federal decennial census of population or enumerated in the current population report 

series issued by the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, whichever is 

more recent and available on January first of the fiscal year two years prior to the fiscal year in 

which payment is to be made pursuant to section 10-262i.  

(11) "Supplemental aid ratio" means .04 times the supplemental aid factor of a town divided by 

the highest supplemental aid factor when all towns are ranked from low to high, provided any 

town whose percentage of children eligible under the temporary family assistance program 

exceeds twenty-five shall have a supplemental aid ratio of .04.  

(12) "Grant mastery percentage" means (A) for the school year ending June 30, 1989, average 

mastery percentage and (B) for the school years ending June 30, 1990, through the school year 

ending June 30, 1995, the average mastery percentage plus the mastery improvement bonus, and 

(C) for each school year thereafter, the average mastery percentage.  

(13) "Mastery count" of a town means for each school year the grant mastery percentage of the 

town multiplied by the number of resident students. 

(14) "Mastery improvement bonus" means for each school year through the school year ending 

June 30, 1995, seventy-five per cent of the difference between (A) the grant mastery percentage 

for the previous school year and (B) the average mastery percentage for the school year, but not 

less than zero.  

(15) "Mastery percentage" of a town for any examination year means, using the mastery test data 

of record for the examination year, the number obtained by dividing (A) the total number of 

valid tests with scores below the state-wide standard for remedial assistance as determined by the 

Department of Education in each subject of the examinations pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) 

of section 10-14n taken by resident students, by (B) the total number of such valid tests taken by 

such students. 



(16) "Mastery test data of record" for any examination year means the data of record on the April 

thirtieth subsequent to the administration of the examinations pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) 

of section 10-14n, except that for the examination years prior to July 1, 1988, the date of the data 

of record shall be April 30, 1988, and provided beginning with the administration of such 

examinations during the 1988-1989 school year, and for each such administration thereafter, 

school districts may, not later than the March first following the administration of an 

examination, file a request with the state Department of Education for an adjustment of the 

mastery test data from such examination.  

(17) "Number of children under the temporary family assistance program" means the number 

obtained by adding together the unduplicated aggregate number of children five to eighteen years 

of age eligible to receive benefits under the temporary family assistance program or its 

predecessor federal program, as appropriate, in October and May of each fiscal year, and 

dividing by two, such number to be certified and submitted annually, no later than the first day of 

July of the succeeding fiscal year, to the Commissioner of Education by the Commissioner of 

Social Services. 

(18) "Per capita income" for each town means that enumerated in the most recent federal 

decennial census of population or that enumerated in the current population report series issued 

by the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, whichever is more recent 

and available on January first of the fiscal year two years prior to the fiscal year in which 

payment is to be made pursuant to section 10-262i. 

(19) "Regional bonus" means, for any town which is a member of a regional school district and 

has students who attend such regional school district, an amount equal to one hundred dollars for 

each such student enrolled in the regional school district on October first or the full school day 

immediately preceding such date for the school year prior to the fiscal year in which the grant is 

to be paid multiplied by the ratio of the number of grades, kindergarten to grade twelve, 

inclusive, in the regional school district to thirteen. 

(20) "Regular program expenditures" means (A) total current educational expenditures less (B) 

expenditures for (i) special education programs pursuant to subsection (h) of section 10-76f, (ii) 

pupil transportation eligible for reimbursement pursuant to section 10-266m, (iii) land and 

capital building expenditures, and equipment otherwise supported by a state grant pursuant to 

chapter 173, including debt service, provided, with respect to debt service, the principal amount 



of any debt incurred to pay an expense otherwise includable in regular program expenditures 

may be included as part of regular program expenditures in annual installments in accordance 

with a schedule approved by the [state] Department of Education based upon substantially equal 

principal payments over the life of the debt, (iv) health services for nonpublic school children, 

(v) adult education, (C) expenditures directly attributable to (i) state grants received by or on 

behalf of school districts except grants for the categories of expenditures listed in subparagraphs 

(B)(i) to (B)(v), inclusive, of this subdivision and except grants received pursuant to section 10-

262i and section 10-262c of the general statutes, revision of 1958, revised to January 1, 1987, 

and except grants received pursuant to chapter 173, (ii) federal grants received by or on behalf of 

school districts except for adult education and federal impact aid, and (iii) receipts from the 

operation of child nutrition services and student activities services, (D) expenditures of funds 

from private and other sources, and (E) tuition received on account of nonresident students. The 

town of Woodstock may include as part of the current expenses of its public schools for each 

school year the amount expended for current expenses in that year by Woodstock Academy from 

income from its endowment funds upon receipt from said academy of a certified statement of 

such current expenses. The town of Winchester may include as part of the current expenses of its 

public school for each school year the amount expended for current expenses in that year by the 

Gilbert School from income from its endowment funds upon receipt from said school of a 

certified statement of such current expenses.  

(21) "Regular program expenditures per need student" means, in any year, the regular program 

expenditures of a town for such year divided by the number of total need students in the town for 

such school year, provided for towns which are members of a kindergarten to grade twelve, 

inclusive, regional school district and for such regional school district, "regular program 

expenditures per need student" means, in any year, the regular program expenditures of such 

regional school district divided by the sum of the number of total need students in all such 

member towns.  

(22) "Resident students" means the number of pupils of the town enrolled in public schools at the 

expense of the town on October first or the full school day immediately preceding such date, 

provided the number shall be decreased by the Department of Education for failure to comply 

with the provisions of section 10-16 and shall be increased by one-one-hundred-eightieth for 

each full-time equivalent school day in the school year immediately preceding such date of at 



least five hours of actual school work in excess of one hundred eighty days and nine hundred 

hours of actual school work and be increased by the full-time equivalent number of such pupils 

attending the summer sessions immediately preceding such date at the expense of the town; 

"enrolled" shall include pupils who are scheduled for vacation on the above date and who are 

expected to return to school as scheduled. Pupils participating in the program established 

pursuant to section 10-266aa shall be counted in accordance with the provisions of subsection (g) 

of section 10-266aa. 

(23) "Schools" means nursery schools, kindergarten and grades one to twelve, inclusive.  

(24) "State guaranteed wealth level" means (A) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1990, 1.8335 

times the town wealth of the town with the median wealth as calculated using the data of record 

on December first of the fiscal year prior to the year in which the grant is to be paid pursuant to 

section 10-262i, and (B) for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1991, and 1992, 1.6651 times the 

town wealth of the town with such median wealth, and (C) for the fiscal years ending June 30, 

1993, June 30, 1994, and June 30, 1995, 1.5361 times the town wealth of the town with the 

median wealth, and (D) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1996, and each fiscal year thereafter, 

1.55 times the town wealth of the town with the median wealth.  

(25) "Total need students" means the sum of (A) the number of resident students of the town for 

the school year, (B) (i) for any school year commencing prior to July 1, 1998, one-quarter the 

number of children under the temporary family assistance program for the prior fiscal year, and 

(ii) for the school year commencing July 1, 1998, and each school year thereafter, one-quarter 

the number of children under the temporary family assistance program for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1997, (C) one-quarter of the mastery count for the school year, and (D) ten per cent of 

the number of eligible children, as defined in subdivision (1) of section 10-17e, for whom the 

board of education is not required to provide a program pursuant to section 10-17f.  

(26) "Town wealth" means the average of a town's adjusted equalized net grand list divided by 

its total need students for the fiscal year prior to the year in which the grant is to be paid and its 

adjusted equalized net grand list divided by its population.  

(27) "Population" of a town means that enumerated in the most recent federal decennial census 

of population or that enumerated in the current population report series issued by the United 

States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census available on January first of the fiscal 

year two years prior to the fiscal year in which a grant is to be paid, whichever is most recent; 



except that any town whose enumerated population residing in state and federal institutions 

within such town and attributed to such town by the census exceeds forty per cent of such 

"population" shall have its population adjusted as follows: Persons who are incarcerated or in 

custodial situations, including, but not limited to jails, prisons, hospitals or training schools or 

persons who reside in dormitory facilities in schools, colleges, universities or on military bases 

shall not be counted in the "population" of a town. 

(28) "Base revenue" for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1995, means the sum of the grant 

entitlements for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1995, of a town pursuant to section 10-262h and 

subsection (a) of section 10-76g, including its proportional share, based on enrollment, of the 

revenue paid pursuant to section 10-76g, to the regional district of which the town is a member, 

and for each fiscal year thereafter means the amount of each town's entitlement pursuant to 

section 10-262h minus its density supplement, as determined pursuant to subdivision (6) of 

subsection (a) of section 10-262h.  

(29) "Density" means the population of a town divided by the square miles of a town.  

(30) "Density aid ratio" means the product of (A) the density of a town divided by the density of 

the town in the state with the highest density and (B) .006273.  

(31) "Mastery goal improvement count" means the product of (A) the difference between the 

percentage of state-wide mastery examination scores, pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) of 

section 10-14n, at or above the mastery goal level for the most recently completed school year 

and the percentage of such scores for the prior school year and (B) the resident students of the 

town, or zero, whichever is greater. 

 

(AMENDED) Sec. 10-264i. Transportation grants for interdistrict magnet school 

programs. (a) A local or regional board of education, regional educational service center, the 

Board of Trustees of the Community-Technical Colleges on behalf of Manchester Community 

College, or cooperative arrangement pursuant to section 10-158a which transports a child to an 

interdistrict magnet school program, as defined in section 10-264l, as amended by this act, in a 

town other than the town in which the child resides shall be eligible pursuant to section 10-264e 

to receive a grant for the cost of transporting such child in accordance with this section. The 

amount of such grant shall not exceed an amount equal to the number of such children 

transported multiplied by one thousand [two] three hundred dollars. The Department of 



Education shall provide such grants within available appropriations. Nothing in this subsection 

shall be construed to prevent a local or regional board of education, regional educational service 

center or cooperative arrangement from receiving reimbursement under section 10-266m, as 

amended, for reasonable transportation expenses for which such board, service center or 

cooperative arrangement is not reimbursed pursuant to this section.  

(b) Grants under this section shall be contingent on documented costs of providing such 

transportation. Eligible local and regional boards of education, regional educational service 

centers and cooperative arrangements shall submit applications for grants under this section to 

the Commissioner of Education in such form and at such times as he prescribes. Grants pursuant 

to this section shall be paid as follows: In October one-half of the estimated eligible 

transportation costs and the balance of such costs in May. (c) Each local and regional board of 

education, regional educational service center and cooperative arrangement participating in the 

grant program shall prepare a financial statement of expenditures which shall be submitted to the 

Department of Education on or before September first of the fiscal year immediately following 

each fiscal year in which the school district, regional educational service center or cooperative 

arrangement participates in the grant program. Based on such statement, any underpayment or 

overpayment may be calculated and adjusted by the [state] Department of Education in the grant 

for any subsequent year. (d) The Department of Education may retain up to one per cent of the 

amount appropriated pursuant to this section for program evaluation and administration. 

(AMENDED) Sec. 10-264l. Grants for the operation of interdistrict magnet school 

programs. Transportation. Special education. (a) The Department of Education shall, within 

available appropriations, establish a grant program to assist local and regional boards of 

education, regional educational service centers, the Board of Trustees of the Community-

Technical Colleges on behalf of Manchester Community College, and cooperative arrangements 

pursuant to section 10-158a with the operation of interdistrict magnet school programs. All 

interdistrict magnet schools shall be operated in conformance with the same laws and regulations 

applicable to public schools. For the purposes of this section "an interdistrict magnet school 

program" means a program which (1) supports racial, ethnic and economic diversity, (2) offers a 

special and high quality curriculum, and (3) requires students who are enrolled to attend at least 

half-time. An interdistrict magnet school program does not include a regional vocational 



agriculture school, a regional vocational-technical school or a regional special education center. 

On and after July 1, 2000, the governing authority for each interdistrict magnet school program 

that is in operation prior to July 1, 2005, shall restrict the number of students that may enroll in 

the program from a participating district to eighty per cent of the total enrollment of the program. 

The governing authority for each interdistrict magnet school program that begins operations on 

or after July 1, 2005, shall (A) restrict the number of students that may enroll in the program 

from a participating district to seventy-five per cent of the total enrollment of the program, and 

(B) maintain such a school enrollment that at least twenty-five per cent but not more than 

seventy-five per cent of the students enrolled are pupils of racial minorities, as defined in section 

10-226a. 

(b) Applications for interdistrict magnet school program operating grants awarded pursuant to this 

section shall be submitted annually to the Commissioner of Education at such time and in such 

manner as the commissioner prescribes. In determining whether an application shall be approved 

and funds awarded pursuant to this section, the commissioner shall consider, but such consideration 

shall not be limited to: (1) Whether the program offered by the school is likely to increase student 

achievement; (2) whether the program is likely to reduce racial, ethnic and economic isolation; (3) 

the percentage of the student enrollment in the program from each participating district; and (4) the 

proposed operating budget and the sources of funding for the interdistrict magnet school. If 

requested by the commissioner, the applicant shall meet with the commissioner or the 

commissioner's designee to discuss the budget and sources of funding. The commissioner shall not 

award a grant to a program that is in operation prior to July 1, 2005, if more than eighty per cent of 

its total enrollment is from one school district, except that the commissioner may award a grant for 

good cause, for any one year, on behalf of an otherwise eligible magnet school program, if more 

than eighty per cent of the total enrollment is from one district. The commissioner shall not award a 

grant to a program that begins operations on or after July 1, 2005, if more than seventy-five per cent 

of its total enrollment is from one school district or if less than twenty-five or more than seventy-

five per cent of the students enrolled are pupils of racial minorities, as defined in section 10-226a, 

except that the commissioner may award a grant for good cause, for one year, on behalf of an 

otherwise eligible interdistrict magnet school program, if more than seventy-five per cent of the total 

enrollment is from one district or less than twenty-five or more than seventy-five per cent of the 



students enrolled are pupils of racial minorities. The commissioner may not award grants pursuant 

to such an exception for a second consecutive year. 

(c) (1) The maximum amount each interdistrict magnet school program, except those described 

in subparagraph (A) of subdivision (3) of this subsection, shall be eligible to receive per enrolled 

student shall be determined as follows: (A) For each participating district whose magnet school 

program enrollment is equal to or less than thirty per cent of the magnet school program total 

enrollment, ninety per cent of the foundation as defined in subdivision (9) of section 10-262f, as 

amended; (B) for each participating district whose magnet school program enrollment is greater 

than thirty per cent but less than or equal to sixty per cent of the magnet school program total 

enrollment, a percentage between sixty and ninety per cent of said foundation that is inversely 

proportional to the percentage of magnet school program students from such district; and (C) for 

each participating district whose magnet school program enrollment is greater than sixty per cent 

but less than or equal to ninety per cent of the magnet school program total enrollment, a 

percentage between zero and sixty per cent of said foundation that is inversely proportional to 

the percentage of magnet school program students from such district. The amounts so determined 

shall be proportionately adjusted, if necessary, within the limit of the available appropriation, and 

in no case shall any grant pursuant to this section exceed the reasonable operating budget of the 

magnet school program, less revenues from other sources. Any magnet school program operating 

less than full-time but at least half-time shall be eligible to receive a grant equal to sixty-five per 

cent of the grant amount determined pursuant to this subsection. (2) For the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2003, and each fiscal year thereafter, the commissioner may, within available 

appropriations, provide supplemental grants for the purposes of enhancing educational programs 

in such interdistrict magnet schools, [including, but not limited to, summer school programs,] as 

the commissioner determines. Such grants shall be made after the commissioner has reviewed 

and approved the total operating budget for such schools, including all revenue and expenditure 

estimates. (3) (A) Each interdistrict magnet school operated by a regional educational service 

center that enrolls less than fifty-five per cent of the school's students from a single town shall 

receive a per pupil grant in the amount of six thousand two hundred fifty dollars for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2006, and in the amount of six thousand five hundred dollars for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2007, and for each fiscal year thereafter. (B) Each interdistrict magnet 

school operated by a regional educational service center that enrolls at least fifty-five per cent of 



the school's students from a single town shall receive a per pupil grant in an amount that is at 

least three thousand dollars for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006, and for each fiscal year 

thereafter. (4) Within available appropriations, the commissioner may make grants to regional 

educational service centers that provide summer school educational programs approved by the 

commissioner to students participating in the interdistrict magnet school program.  

(d) Grants made pursuant to this section shall be paid as follows: Fifty per cent by September first 

and the balance by January first of each fiscal year. The January first payment shall be adjusted to 

reflect actual interdistrict magnet school program enrollment as of the preceding October first, if the 

actual level of enrollment is lower than the projected enrollment stated in the approved grant 

application. 

(e) The Department of Education may retain up to one-half of one per cent of the amount 

appropriated for purposes of this section for program evaluation and administration. 

(f) Each local or regional school district in which an interdistrict magnet school is located shall 

provide the same kind of transportation to its children enrolled in such interdistrict magnet school 

as it provides to its children enrolled in other public schools in such local or regional school district. 

The parent or guardian of a child denied the transportation services required to be provided 

pursuant to this subsection may appeal such denial in the manner provided in sections 10-186 and 

10-187. 

(g) On or before October fifteenth of each year, the Commissioner of Education shall determine if 

interdistrict magnet school enrollment is below the number of students for which funds were 

appropriated. If the commissioner determines that the enrollment is below such number, the 

additional funds shall not lapse but shall be used by the commissioner for grants for interdistrict 

cooperative programs pursuant to section 10-74d. 

(h) In the case of a student identified as requiring special education, the school district in which the 

student resides shall: (1) Hold the planning and placement team meeting for such student and shall 

invite representatives from the interdistrict magnet school to participate in such meeting; and (2) pay 

the interdistrict magnet school an amount equal to the difference between the reasonable cost of 

educating such student and the sum of the amount received by the interdistrict magnet school for 

such student pursuant to subsection (c) of this section and amounts received from other state, 



federal, local or private sources calculated on a per pupil basis. Such school district shall be eligible 

for reimbursement pursuant to section 10-76g. If a student requiring special education attends an 

interdistrict magnet school on a full-time basis, such interdistrict magnet school shall be responsible 

for ensuring that such student receives the services mandated by the student's individualized 

education program whether such services are provided by the interdistrict magnet school or by the 

school district in which the student resides. 

(i) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the enrollment of nonpublic school 

students in an interdistrict magnet school program that operates less than full-time, provided (1) 

such students constitute no more than five per cent of the full-time equivalent enrollment in such 

magnet school program, and (2) such students are not counted for purposes of determining the 

amount of grants pursuant to this section and section 10-264i. 

 

Sec. 10-266m. Transportation grants. (a) A local or regional board of education providing 

transportation in accordance with the provisions of sections 10-54, 10-66ee, 10-97, 10-158a, 10-

273a, 10-277 and 10-281 shall be reimbursed for a percentage of such transportation costs as 

follows: 

(1) The percentage of pupil transportation costs reimbursed to a local board of education shall be 

determined by (A) ranking each town in the state in descending order from one to one hundred 

sixty-nine according to such town's adjusted equalized net grand list per capita, as defined in section 

10-261; (B) based upon such ranking, and notwithstanding the provisions of section 2-32a, (i) except 

as otherwise provided in this subparagraph, a percentage of zero shall be assigned to towns ranked 

from one to thirteen and a percentage of not less than zero nor more than sixty shall be determined 

for the towns ranked from fourteen to one hundred sixty-nine on a continuous scale, except that any 

such percentage shall be increased by twenty percentage points in accordance with section 10-97, 

where applicable and (ii) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1997, and for each fiscal year thereafter, a 

percentage of zero shall be assigned to towns ranked from one to seventeen and a percentage of not 

less than zero nor more than sixty shall be determined for the towns ranked from eighteen to one 

hundred sixty-nine on a continuous scale. 

(2) The percentage of pupil transportation costs reimbursed to a regional board of education shall be 

determined by its ranking. Such ranking shall be determined by (A) multiplying the total population, 

as defined in section 10-261, of each town in the district by such town's ranking, as determined in 



subdivision (1) of this section, (B) adding together the figures determined under subparagraph (A) of 

this subdivision, and (C) dividing the total computed under subparagraph (B) of this subdivision by 

the total population of all towns in the district. The ranking of each regional board of education shall 

be rounded to the next higher whole number and each such board shall receive the same 

reimbursement percentage as would a town with the same rank, provided such percentage shall be 

increased in the case of a secondary regional school district by an additional five percentage points 

and, in the case of any other regional school district by an additional ten percentage points. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivisions (1) and (2) of this section, for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 1997, and for each fiscal year thereafter, no local or regional board of education 

shall receive a grant of less than one thousand dollars. 

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2004, [and 

June 30, 2005] to June 30, 2007, inclusive, the amount of transportation grants payable to local 

or regional boards of education shall be reduced proportionately if the total of such grants in such 

year exceeds the amount appropriated for such grants for such year.  

(b) A cooperative arrangement established pursuant to section 10-158a which provides 

transportation in accordance with said section shall be reimbursed for a percentage of such 

transportation costs in accordance with its ranking pursuant to this subsection. The ranking shall 

be determined by (1) multiplying the total population, as defined in section 10-261, of each town 

in the cooperative arrangement by such town's ranking as determined pursuant to subsection (a) 

of this section, (2) adding such products, and (3) dividing such sum by the total population of all 

towns in the cooperative arrangement. The ranking of each cooperative arrangement shall be 

rounded to the next higher whole number and each cooperative arrangement shall receive the 

same reimbursement percentage as a town with the same rank. 

 

Sec. 10-266aa. State-wide interdistrict public school attendance program. (a) As used in this 

section: 

(1) "Receiving district" means any school district that accepts students under the program 

established pursuant to this section; and 

(2) "Sending district" means any school district that sends students it would otherwise be legally 

responsible for educating to another school district under the program; and 

(3) "Minority students" means students who are "pupils of racial minorities", as defined in section 

10-226a. 



(b) There is established, within available appropriations, an interdistrict public school attendance 

program. The purpose of the program shall be to: (1) Improve academic achievement; (2) reduce 

racial, ethnic and economic isolation or preserve racial and ethnic balance; and (3) provide a choice 

of educational programs for students enrolled in the public schools. The Department of Education 

shall provide oversight for the program, including the setting of reasonable limits for the 

transportation of students participating in the program, and may provide for the incremental 

expansion of the program for the school year commencing in 2000 for each town required to 

participate in the program pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. 

(c) The program shall be phased in as provided in this subsection. (1) For the school year 

commencing in 1998, and for each school year thereafter, the program shall be in operation in the 

Hartford, New Haven and Bridgeport regions. The Hartford program shall operate as a continuation 

of the program described in section 10-266j. Students who reside in Hartford, New Haven or 

Bridgeport may attend school in another school district in the region and students who reside in 

such other school districts may attend school in Hartford, New Haven or Bridgeport, provided, 

beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, the proportion of students who are not minority students 

to the total number of students leaving Hartford, Bridgeport or New Haven to participate in the 

program shall not be greater than the proportion of students who were not minority students in the 

prior school year to the total number of students enrolled in Hartford, Bridgeport or New Haven in 

the prior school year. The regional educational service center operating the program shall make 

program participation decisions in accordance with the requirements of this subdivision. (2) For the 

school year commencing in 2000, and for each school year thereafter, the program shall be in 

operation in New London, provided beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, the proportion of 

students who are not minority students to the total number of students leaving New London to 

participate in the program shall not be greater than the proportion of students who were not 

minority students in the prior year to the total number of students enrolled in New London in the 

prior school year. The regional educational service center operating the program shall make program 

participation decisions in accordance with this subdivision. (3) The Department of Education may 

provide, within available appropriations, grants for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003, to the 

remaining regional educational service centers to assist school districts in planning for a voluntary 

program of student enrollment in every priority school district, pursuant to section 10-266p, which 

is interested in participating in accordance with this subdivision. For the school year commencing in 

2003, and for each school year thereafter, the voluntary enrollment program may be in operation in 



every priority school district in the state. Students from other school districts in the area of a priority 

school district, as determined by the regional educational service center pursuant to subsection (d) of 

this section, may attend school in the priority school district, provided such students bring racial, 

ethnic and economic diversity to the priority school district and do not increase the racial, ethnic and 

economic isolation in the priority school district. 

(d) School districts which received students from New London under the program during the 2000-

2001 school year shall allow such students to attend school in the district until they graduate from 

high school. The attendance of such students in such program shall not be supported by grants 

pursuant to subsections (f) and (g) of this section but shall be supported, in the same amounts as 

provided for in said subsections, by interdistrict cooperative grants pursuant to section 10-74d to the 

regional educational service centers operating such programs. 

(e) Once the program is in operation in the region served by a regional educational service center 

pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, the Department of Education shall provide an annual 

grant to such regional educational service center to assist school districts in its area in administering 

the program and to provide staff to assist students participating in the program to make the 

transition to a new school and to act as a liaison between the parents of such students and the new 

school district. Each regional educational service center shall determine which school districts in its 

area are located close enough to a priority school district to make participation in the program 

feasible in terms of student transportation pursuant to subsection (f) of this section, provided any 

student participating in the program prior to July 1, 1999, shall be allowed to continue to attend the 

same school such student attended prior to said date in the receiving district until the student 

completes the highest grade in such school. Each regional educational service center shall convene, 

annually, a meeting of representatives of such school districts in order for such school districts to 

report, by March thirty-first, the number of spaces available for the following school year for out-of-

district students under the program. Annually, each regional educational service center shall provide 

a count of such spaces to the Department of Education by April fifteenth. If there are more 

students who seek to attend school in a receiving district than there are spaces available, the regional 

educational service center shall assist the school district in determining attendance by the use of a 

lottery or lotteries designed to preserve or increase racial, ethnic and economic diversity, except that 

the regional educational service center shall give preference to siblings and to students who would 

otherwise attend a school that has lost its accreditation by the New England Association of Schools 

and Colleges or has been identified as in need of improvement pursuant to the No Child Left 



Behind Act, P. L. 107-110. The admission policies shall be consistent with section 10-15c and this 

section. No receiving district shall recruit students under the program for athletic or extracurricular 

purposes. Each receiving district shall allow out-of-district students it accepts to attend school in the 

district until they graduate from high school. 

(f) The Department of Education shall provide grants to regional educational service centers or local 

or regional boards of education for the reasonable cost of transportation for students participating 

in the program. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000, and each fiscal year thereafter, the 

department shall provide such grants within available appropriations, provided the state-wide 

average of such grants does not exceed an amount equal to two thousand one hundred dollars for 

each student transported. The regional educational service centers shall provide reasonable 

transportation services to high school students who wish to participate in supervised extracurricular 

activities. For purposes of this section, the number of students transported shall be determined on 

September first of each fiscal year. 

(g) The Department of Education shall provide, within available appropriations, an annual grant to 

the local or regional board of education for each receiving district in an amount not to exceed two 

thousand dollars for each out-of-district student who attends school in the receiving district under 

the program. Each town which receives funds pursuant to this subsection shall make such funds 

available to its local or regional board of education in supplement to any other local appropriation, 

other state or federal grant or other revenue to which the local or regional board of education is 

entitled. 

(h) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, each sending district and each receiving district 

shall divide the number of children participating in the program who reside in such district or attend 

school in such district by two for purposes of the counts for subdivision (22) of section 10-262f and 

subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 10-261. 

(i) In the case of an out-of-district student who requires special education and related services, the 

sending district shall pay the receiving district an amount equal to the difference between the 

reasonable cost of providing such special education and related services to such student and the 

amount received by the receiving district pursuant to subsection (g) of this section and in the case of 

students participating pursuant to subsection (d) of this section, the per pupil amount received 

pursuant to section 10-74d. The sending district shall be eligible for reimbursement pursuant to 

section 10-76g. 

(j) Nothing in this section shall prohibit school districts from charging tuition to other school 



districts that do not have a high school pursuant to section 10-33. 

(k) On or before October fifteenth of each year, the Commissioner of Education shall determine if 

the enrollment in the program pursuant to subsection (c) of this section for the fiscal year is below 

the number of students for which funds were appropriated. If the commissioner determines that the 

enrollment is below such number, the additional funds shall not lapse but shall be used by the 

commissioner in accordance with this subsection. (1) Any amount up to three hundred fifty 

thousand dollars of such nonlapsing funds shall be used for supplemental grants to receiving 

districts on a pro rata basis for each out-of-district student in the program pursuant to subsection (c) 

of this section who attends the same school in the receiving district as at least nine other such out-

of-district students, not to exceed one thousand dollars per student. (2) Any remaining nonlapsing 

funds shall be used for interdistrict cooperative grants pursuant to section 10-74d. 

(l) For purposes of the state-wide mastery examinations under section 10-14n, students participating 

in the program established pursuant to this section shall be considered residents of the school 

district in which they attend school. 

(m) Within available appropriations, the commissioner may make grants to regional education 

service centers which provide summer school educational programs approved by the 

commissioner to students participating in the program.  

 

Sec. 10-277. Reimbursement for transportation of high school pupils from towns or 

regional school districts not maintaining high schools. Transportation to nonpublic schools. 

(a) For the purposes of this section, "high school" means any public high school or public junior 

high school approved by the State Board of Education. (b) Any town or regional school district 

which does not maintain a high school shall pay the reasonable and necessary cost of 

transportation of any pupil under twenty-one years of age who resides with such pupil's parents 

or guardian in such school district and who, with the written consent of the board of education, 

attends any high school approved by the State Board of Education. The town or regional board of 

education may, upon request, enter into a written agreement with the parents of any high school 

pupil permitting such pupil to attend an approved public high school other than that to which 

transportation is furnished by the school district and each may pay such costs of transportation as 

may be agreed upon. Such necessary and reasonable cost of transportation shall be paid by the 

town treasurer or the regional school district treasurer upon order of the superintendent of 



schools, as authorized by the board of education. The board of education may also, at its 

discretion, provide additional transportation for any pupil attending such high school to and from 

the point of embarkation in the town in which the pupil resides. Annually, on or before 

September first, the superintendent of schools of each school district so transporting pupils to 

high school shall certify under oath to the State Board of Education the names of the towns to 

which such pupils were transported together with the total cost to the town of such 

transportation. Upon application to the State Board of Education, any town or regional school 

district which so provides transportation for high school pupils enrolled in a school not 

maintained by such district pursuant to this section shall, annually, be reimbursed by the state for 

such transportation in accordance with the provisions of sections 10-97 and 10-266m. (c) Any 

town or regional school district which is transporting students to a high school, shall have the 

authority, at its discretion, to furnish similar transportation to nonpublic high schools or junior 

high schools located within the same town to which the town or regional school district is 

transporting students in accordance with subsection (b) of this section, or to nonpublic high 

schools or junior high schools located in a town adjacent to the transporting town or regional 

school district, or to a town adjacent to the town in which is located the public high school or 

junior high school to which the students are transported. If such town or regional school district 

does provide such transportation, it shall be reimbursed in the same manner and amounts as 

provided in subsection (b) of this section. (d) Any town or regional school district which 

provides transportation services pursuant to the provisions of this section may suspend such 

services in accordance with the provisions of section 10-233c.  

Sec. 10-281. Transportation for pupils in nonprofit private schools within school district. 

(a) Any municipality or school district shall provide, for its children enrolled in any grade, from 

kindergarten to twelve, inclusive, attending nonpublic nonprofit schools therein, the same kind of 

transportation services provided for its children in such grades attending public schools when a 

majority of the children attending such a nonpublic school are residents of the state of 

Connecticut. Such determination shall be based on the ratio of pupils who are residents to all 

pupils enrolled in each such school on October first or the full school day immediately preceding 

such date, during the school year next preceding that in which the transportation services are to 

be provided. For purposes of this section, residency means continuous and permanent physical 



presence within the state, except that temporary absences for short periods of time shall not 

affect the establishment of residency. In no case shall a municipality or school district be 

required to expend for transportation to any nonpublic school, in any one school year, a per pupil 

transportation expenditure greater than an amount double the local per pupil expenditure for 

public school transportation during the last completed school year. In the event that such per 

pupil expenditure for transportation to a nonprofit nonpublic school may exceed double the local 

per pupil expenditure, the municipality or school district may allocate its share of said 

transportation on a per pupil, per school basis and may pay, at its option, its share of said 

transportation directly to the provider of the transportation services on a monthly basis over the 

period such service is provided or provide such service for a period of time which constitutes less 

than the entire school year. Any such municipality or school district providing transportation 

services under this section may suspend such services in accordance with the provisions of 

section 10-233c. Any such municipality or school district providing transportation under this 

section shall be reimbursed only for the cost of such transportation as is required by this section 

upon the same basis and in the same manner as such municipality or school district is reimbursed 

for transporting children attending its public schools. The parent or guardian of any student who 

is denied the kind of transportation services required to be provided by this section may seek a 

remedy in the same manner as is provided for parents of public school children in section 10-186 

and section 10-187. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2004, [and 

June 30, 2005] to June 30, 2007, inclusive, the amount of the grants payable to local or regional 

boards of education in accordance with this section shall be reduced proportionately if the total 

of such grants in such year exceeds the amount appropriated for purposes of this section.  
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